Gunmen kidnap 3 Germans 

SIDON (Agencies) — Gunmen kidnapped four West Germans in Sonfli 
Lg fecnn n Tcesday, Utne oT tinm for the second tfaoe inii, but freed 

on* woman an hour bier, security Mmrces and witnesses said. They odd 
Petra Srfuritzfcr, 24$, was released southeast of Sidoa at the headqiiartcn of 
the Ma mie gro uping, a caaBtiou of pre-franjan fanda w"»«»df ffHnwtwi 
said 10 gunmen seized Sdmitzfer, Benricfa StraeUg. 48, Marcos Qafat, 
?4, and an naH rotffl cd coBeagae trom the West German Aiane Bmnanif 
Kefief Agency (ABRA) as they drove through Sktaa. West German 
Ambassador Wolfgang Goodman could not be reached for comment. CNa 
Maj 4, StrueUg, a 48-year-oW ad mi nfetnrtor, and Sdmitzfer, a 26-year- 
old nurse were grabbed along with Quint by five gunmen an 

Sldon’s southern edge. FoBce eoaid not confirm reports that the third 
victim of Tuesday's abdoction was Quint, freed from 10 days in captivity 
Sunday. No one claimed responsibility for the «»rtw abductions. Axmd 
mffitia leader Nabfb Beni brought Quint back to the oensintioo’i 
headquarters Sunday. Be refused to identify the « 
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Alfonsin rejects cabinet resignation 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argentine President Rani Alfonsin Tuesday 
rejected the resignations tendered by has cabinet after opposition Peerooists 
financed his Radical Party in Sunday’s general elections, a presidential 
spokesman said. Spokesman Jose Ignacio Lopez said Alfonsin told Interior 
Minister Enrique Noslgfia to get la touch with President-elect Carlos 
Menem to begin fatMts on the seven-month transition period before the 
Ferooist leader takes office Dec. 16. “The president thanked (the m iniste r s) 
for their gesture and asked them to carry on working and giving their 
valuable services,” Lopez safcL Thirteen years after their last government 
was toppled by a military coop, Menem led the Peronists to a crushing 
victory, w innin g 49.2 per cent of the votes to 36-9 per cent for Radical 
contender Eduardo Angdoz. Only days before the polls Argentina was put 
on the brink of hyper-inflation, after a series of emergency measures taken 
by AJfonsbTs administration this year backfired. 
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Sultan Qaboos on three-day visit to Jordan 

King, Omani leader discuss 
Arab, international issues 


AMMAN (J-T.) — Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Suifan Qaboos Ibn Sai’d of 
Dtnaxi held talks Tuesday on Arab and 
^ Issues and voiced satisfaction 

* with Jordanian-Omani relations and ex- 
pressed interest in further enhancing and 
- developing them. 


■ SnhaD -Qaboos, who- arrived 
' here earlier in the day on a 

- fhrbe-day visit, pledged Oman's 
support for Jordan and expressed 
pride in and appreciation of Jor- 
cfanfs. positive role on the pan- 
Arab scene and in serving pan- 
AfStf causes'.\ 

King- Hussein and Sultan 
-Qaboos. stressed their interest in 
. making the May 23-24 extraor- 
dinary Arab summit in Casablan- 

- ta a success and expressed hope 
that die summit would tackle all 

' Arab issues, including the Palesti- 
7 z 7man question. 

Both leaders voiced support for 
&rihe Palestinian people’s straggle 
for freedom and independence. 


takes to 
Addis 


ADDIS ABABA < Agencies) — 
Air frarce jets and helicopter 
gunships swept overtbe capital 
■of. war-torn' EiMsfia. Tuesday 
as army tanks aid armoured 
can ringed k^.: government 
buildings in an apparent dfe 
pate viOm flie military high, 
command. 

1 A civilian employee inside 
the Ministry of Defence, where, 
shootmg broke trot in late after- 
noon, told the Associated Press 
by telephone the trouble stem- 
med “from an apparent fid* 
fifi**** among top officers. 

The employee, who spoke 
only on condition that he not be 
identified, said a measure of 
qdm bad returned by mid 
eyemhg and the two sides were 
talking wiftm the ministry in 
w attemp t -to resolve their re- 
ferences. 

Chrtfian and military em- 
ployees .were , not allowed to 
leave the : budding after, the 
trouble erupted and ft was 
.ringed by -tanks, armoured 
cars and troops in what 
Cleared lo be defensive posi- 
tions: V.7- 

. Theifyosbfe broke out sever- 
al boors after President Men- 
gi ta Mariam left Addfa 
Ababa for a previously un- 
announced’ visit to East Ger- 
many. Sources said be took his 
fondly with 1dm. 

*“i don’t know what we’ve 
got, Jpd^ frankfy,’' said a 
spokesman for the U.S. embas- 
sy. “W^Vtgofrepwts of some 
tetn^,iatbe city, but not-’a 
great ded of iL” 

. 1< I cannot comment on 
what’s going on,” said Allen 
Coins, head of chancellery in 
the British embassy. “We are 
try^'to make oar own assess- 
ment and any comment would 
be premature^” 

Government sources, speak- 
ing only on condition of aooay- . 
rauly, said shooting broke ont 
inside the Defence Ministry at j 
about 4 p.m. (1300 GMT) just ; 
as employees were abort to end j 
thefr di^. It coold not be deter- 
miaed if there were any casnal- 

. ties-- ■ 

...7 Atneti imroaftaldy, two air 
face MH5 jet tighten began 
buzzing toe chy repeatedly and 
tanks, ar moure d personnel 
carriersand troops surrounded 
the mtefstry. 1 

Later, tanl ra, armoured cars 

; and #lfen took up positkns 
outside other key government 
bnfldfa^s, inchcting toe pres- 
idential palace, the Ministry of 
Interim- and 'the _Mhdstxy of 
^Hnu^ioa, wiiid booses the 
government broadcasting sta- 
tion. ’ 


They also emphasised the need 
for formulating a pan-Arab -stand 
capable of enabling Lebanon to 
achieve national reconciliation 
and to find a way out of its 
ordeal. 

. They were also unanimous on 
the nMd for intensifying efforts 
to change the* ceasefire between 
linn and Iraq into a lasting peace. 

The two leaders reviewed 
efforts to intensify collective 
Arab action and expressed confi- 
dence that doser Arab coopera- 
tion would materialise among the 
three Arab alliances — the Arab 
Cooperation Council, the Golf 
Cooperation Council and the 


Arab Maghreb Union. 

After reviewing global issues, 
the two leaders voiced satisfac- 
tion with the superpower detente 
and its positive impact on region- 
al issues. 

The talks were attended on the 
Jordanian side by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
Prime Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker, Royal Court Chief Thou- 
qan Hindawi, the King's Political 
Advisor Adnan Abu Odeh, the 
King's Special, Advisor Amer 
Khanunash, Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Ibn Zaid, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
State for Economic Affairs Taher 
Masri, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Marwan Al 
Qasem, Information Minister 
Nasonb Majali, Chief of Staff 
General Fathi Abu Taleb and the 
secretary general of the Royal 
Court. 

A high-level ministerial delega- 
tion accompanying Sultan 
Qaboos attended toe meeting on 
the Omani side. 

Upon his arrival here from 


Kuwait earlier, Sultan Qaboos 
was received with full honours in 
a grand welcome ceremony 
attended by His Majesty, Prince 
Hassan, Sharif Zaid, Upper 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Ahmad Al Lawzi, cabinet mem- 
bers and otber high-ranking offi- 
cials. 

Sultan Qaboos is accompanied 
by an official delegation compris- 
ing Deputy Prime Minister for 
Financial and Economic Affairs 
Qais Al Zawawi, Chief of the 
Sultan’s Court Saif Ibn Hamad 
Ibn Saud, head of toe Sultan's 
office Ali Ibn Majed, the Sultan's 
Special Advisor for Religious and 
Historical Affairs Mohamamd 
Ibn Ahmad Al Boursa'idi, 
Education and Youth Minister 
Yehya Ibn Mahfouz Al Muntoiri, 
Information Minister Abdul Aziz 
Al Rawwas and Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Yousef Ibn 
Alawi. 

Shortly after his arrival, Sultan 
Qaboos visited toe tomb of the 
late King Abdullah Ibn Al Hus- 
sein and laid a wreath there. 


Israelis clamp down on 
workers from Gaza Strip 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
_• (Agencies) — ► The Israeli army, 
in an unprecedented move, 
ordered Palestinians from the 
Gaza Strip. ~fb leave Israel and 
return borne Tuesday while 
. troops made mass arrests in raids 
do several. West Bank villages. 

Sources said the iron-fist 
dampdown was intended to reas- 
sert army control two days after 
toe cabinet adopted an initiative 
for elections in the occupied 
areas. 

.. Troops also detained a leading 
Palestinian activist hours before 
he was to meet a senior U.S. 
State Department official. 

Hundreds of Palestinians 
'queued at toe checkpoint to toe 
crowded Gaza Strip; whose 


650,000 residents were confined 
to their houses under an indefi- 
nite curfew imposed late 
Monday. 

Police said they would arrest 
Gazans found in Israel and take 
them to the checkpoint. Israel 
radio brodcast appeals for em- 
ployers to send home their work- 
ers from Gaza. . 

More than 60,000 Palestinians 
from toe Gaza Strip work daily in 
Israel. 

Under Israeli law, Palestinians 
from Gaza and the West Bank are 
not allowed to stay in Israel over- 
night, but the law is widely 
skirted by workers who sleep in 
dormitories or their places of 
work. 

In occupied Jerusalem, witnes- 


ses reported seeing police check- 
ing the identities of Palestinians 
at major intersections and put 
those from Gaza in police vehi- 
cles for transport back- 

At the Erez crossing into the 
Gaza Strip, AP photographer 
Max Nash said hundreds of 
Palestinian workers were sitting 
on the ground under army guard. 

He said most were brought to 
the area in Israeli taxis and then 
taken into Gaza to their homes by 
army trucks. 

Also Tuesday, a Palestinian 
died of gunshot wounds sustained 
earlier in the week .in a shootout 
with police. The death of Ali 
Mahmoud Muhammad Jabber, 
23, raised to 4S0 toe number of 
Palestinians killed in toe uprising. 


I TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
leaders Tuesday shrugged off 
Palestinian rejection of a plan for 
elections in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and urged 
Palestinians to take part in toe 
vote. 

Five leading Palestinians ac- 
cused Israel of frying to sabotage 
their peace efforts by arresting a 
colleague before they met visiting 
U.S. State Department official 
Dennis Ross. 

Ghassan Al Khatib, a 37-year- 
old cultural studies professor at 
Birzeit University in the occupied 
West Bank, was taken by troops 
and secret .police from his home 


in Ram all ah at 2 a.ra. — hours 
before he was to have met Ross, 
his family said. 

“We protested this action on 
the part of the Israeli govern- 
ment. We said that this was an 
attempt in fact to sabotage the 
meeting,” Sari Nusseibeh, a lead- 
ing nationalist activist said after 
the meeting. 

“We insisted in any case on 
carrying on our meeting and we 
hope that toe American delega- 
tion will present our protest to 
the Israeli government concern- 
ing the arrest.’’ Nusseibeh. 

It was unclear whether Khatib, 
regarded as close to the Palestine 


Communist Party, was detained 
to try to disrupt the U.S. dialogue 
with Palestinian figures. 

U.S. officials invited Khatib 
and the five other Palestinians to 
meet Ross, toe State Department 
policy planning director, to dis- 
cuss the Israeli proposal for elec- 
tions in the occupied areas to 
choose peace negotiators. 

Nusseibeh said Palestinians 
favoured democratic polls but re- 
jected Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir's election proposal 
because it failed to ensure Palesti- 
nian statehood or a role for the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 


Deng, Gorbachev formalise 
new era amid clamour 


PEKING (Agencies) — Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev and 
China’s Deng Xiaoping normal- 
ised relations between the two 
communist states Tuesday, while 
outside their meeting hall tens of 
thousands of students and sup- 
porters chanted for democratic 
reform. 

“Wee can take this opportunity 
to publicly announce the norma- 
lisation of Sino-Soviet relations,” 
Deng said to applause from -both 
Soviet and Chinese participants 
in toe meeting. 

The Deng-Gorbacbev summit, 
in the red-carpeted eastern hall of 
the Great Hall of the People, 
brought together leaders of toe 
two countries for the first time 
since a frosty encounter between 
Nikita Khrushchev and Mao Tse- 
Tung in 1959. 

■ Relations since then have been 
marred by ideological rivalry, a 
1969 border war, a sharp decline 
in. economic and cultural contacts 
and strong Chinese opposition to 
- Soviet actions in Afghanistan and 
Cambodia. 

Deng also said the summit sig- 


nified the normalisation of sus- 
pended relatons between toe 
communist parties of toe two 
nations. 

But Chinese leaders were 
clearly distracted' from toe long- 
planned diplomatic triumph by 
events at home that have left the 
ruling Communist Party founder- 
ing and vulnerable. 

For toe second straight day 
Tuesday, Chinese authorities 
were forced into the humiliating 
position of having to change 
venues for Gorbachev's meetings 
because students clamouring for 
democratic reform had occupied 
Tiananmen Square and sur- 
rounded the adjacent Great HalL 

“China needs very much a 
peaceful environment externally 
and a stable environment inter- 
nally. Only thus can we accom- 
plish” modernisation, a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman quoted Pre- 
mier Li Peng as telling Gor- 
bachev. 

“We do not think that liberty, 
democracy and human rights are 
a patent of capitalist countries, ” 
Li was quoted as saying, adding 


that “China is prepared to perfect 
these aspects in its pursuit of 
political reform." 

Students who have staged de- 
monstrations, class boycotts and 
hunger strikes for the past month 
have accused the Chinese govern- 
ment of dragging its feet on poli- 
tical reform. Many have cited 
Gorbachev and his policy of glas- 
nost as a model for China. 

In a later meeting. Communist 
Party General Secretary Zhao 
Ziyang launched into an unusual 
defence of Deng, saying toe party 
still needs his “wisdom and ex- 
perience." 

A handshake between Gor- 
bachev and Deng ended the rift 
that shook toe communist world 
and Deng declared: “End toe 
past and open up the future.” 

That sentiment, with diffemt 
goals, was echoed by thousands 
outside the Great Hall where the 
two leaders were meeting. 

The crowds were drawn to the 
vast Tian anm ent Square where a 
hunger strike, begun Saturday by 
about 2,000 students, has grown 
into huge protests. 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Sultan Qaboos Ibn Said of Oman Tuesday chair a meeting attended by senior officials from both sides 
(Photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 

Top Lebanese mufti assassinated 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — A huge car 
bomb exploded in a crowded re- 
sidential area of west Beirut Tues- 
day killing the religious leader of 
Lebanon’s Sunni Muslim com- 
munity and at least 15 otber 
people. 

Sheikh Hassan Khaled, the 
grand mufti of the republic and a 
moderate who had tried to recon- 
cile Lebanon's warring factions, 
died as he drove home from his 
office in the Aishe Bakar district. 

His partly charred body and 
those of three of his bodyguards 
and his driver were pulled from 
his shattered black Biiick car as 
dozens of rescue workers rushed 
other victims to hospitals. 

Khaled, 68, was the top refigwus 
authority for over 700,000 Sunni 
Mus lims in Lebanon and was 
known for his moderate policies 
and frequent attempts to bring 
together the country's rival fac- 
tions. 

He maintained dose relations 
with several Arab leaders and 


other Snnni spiritual heads 
around the Arab World. 

Radio stations mourned Khaled 
as “ Lebanon's martyr*’ and 
several Christian politicians 
quickly condemned his death as 
an ugly crime. 

It was not known whether the 
carbomb aimed at him. 

Reporters at the scene said the 
explosion destroyed the fronts of 
buildings at a major road In- 
tersection. Several cars were set 
on fire. 

It was the sixth carbomb ing in 
Lebanon this year. By police 
count, 28 people were killed and 
218 wounded in the previous ones. 

Eleven political leaders of the 
Sunn! sect, induding three former 
prime ministers, held a crisis 
meeting at Khaled’s headquarters 
an hour niter the explosion. 
Khaled ’s four sous also attended. 

During the latest- round of 
bloodshed which erupted March 
8, Khal ed made several calls for 


King denounces killing, 
voices deep regret 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday denounced 
the assassination of Sheikh Hassan Khaled, mufti of Lebanon, and 
voiced deep regret over the death. 

In a cable he sent to acting Lebanese Premier Salim Al Hoss, the 
King voiced deep regret over the lolling of Sheikh Khaled: “It is 
with deep sorrow and grief that we received the tragic news of the 
assassination of Sheikh Hassan Khaled at the hands of people who 
have no fear for God and no mercy for Lebanon nor for its dedicated 
and faithful figures. While denouncing this ugly crime, we share 
with yon the deep sadness and grief over the loss of a Muslim scholar 
and spiritual leader and pray to God to enable the sister Arab 
country to overcome its ordeal and to rebuild its national unity and 
put an end to the ongoing bloodshed,’’ the King said. He called mi 
Hoss to convey his condolences to the family ami friends of Sheikh 1 
Khaled. i 


restraint, stressing that all prob- 
lems could be solved through dia- 
logue. He also had declared sup- 
port for Arab League efforts to 
enforce a ceasefire. 

Syria accused Lebanese army 
commander Michel Aoun of re- 


sponsibility for the carbomb. 

Syrai’s news agency SANA also 
quoted President Hafez Al Assad 
as saying the death of Sheikh 
Khaled was a Mow to efforts to 
achieve national reconciliation in 
Lebanon. 


Israel pursues election plan 
despite Palestinian rejection 


■V»* 




ARAB BANK LTD 

IN 


JABAL ALNASRfrALNUZHA 

ARAB BANK HAS THE PLEASURE TO ANNOUNCE THE 
OPENING OF TWO NEW OFFICES IN 

JABAL AL NASR & AL NUZHA 

CUSTOMERS ARE INVITED TO DEAL WITH THE NEW 
OFFICES WHICH CAN PROVIDE THEM WITH THE 
FOLLOWING SERVICES: 


DIRECT 

— OPENING OK ACCOUNTS 

— DEPOSITING AND WITHDRAWING CASH 

— CHEQUE DEPOSITS 

— TRAVELLERS CHEQUES 

— CASHING INCOMING TRANSFERS 

— ISSUING MONEY ORDERS 

— BILLS/CHF.QUES FOR COLLECTION 


INDIRECT (Thru the Branch) 

— ISSUING CHEQUE BOOKS 

— LETTERS < >F CREDIT 

— GUARANTEES 

— ISSUING CARDS FOR THE ATM 

— COLLECTION BILLS/IN & OUT 

— CREDIT FACILITIES APPLICATIONS 


Clients who have accounts with any Arab Bank branch 
in Jordan can deposit and withdraw money 
from anv of the offices. 


Arab Bank Ltd / Jabal Al Nasr 
Ibn Al Imad Al Han hali Street 
P.O. Box 6904, Amman 
Telephone : 888272/888273 
Facsimile 888274 


Arab Bank Ltd / Nuzha 

Nuzha Street 
P.O. Box 8348, Amman 
Tel: 687945/687946 
Facsimile 687947 


All our branches and offices can serve our clients needs in 
cash foreign currencies morning and evening. 
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Middle East News 


to consider 
European 
arms deals 


NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabian 
Defence Minister Prince Sultan 
will .visit five European countries 
this month for passible arras 
purchases. Gulf-based diplomats 
said. 

They said his tour of Austria. 
Greece, the Netherlands, Fiance 
and Britain in the second half of 
. May would also serve as a warn- 
ing to the United States that 
Riyadh could seek more Euro- 
pean-made weapons if Congress 
again cut the kingdom off from 
American arms. 

Saudi Arabia is in the market 
for tanks, armoured vehicles and 



PLO presses drive 


to Join U.N. agencies 


PARIS (R) — The State of Pales- 
tine this week renews its crusade 
for international recognition by 
seeking membership of the Un- 
ited Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO). 


The State Department has said 
admission of the PLO would 
“seriously, damage any prospect 
for resumed U.S. membership." 
Britain and Singapore also left 
after accusing M’bow of waste 


ILO urges action in 
occupied lands 


Prince Sultan 


warships. Prince Sultan might 
also look at fighter jets in 


also look at fighter jets in 
Europe, although military ex- 
perts said Riyadh wanted to re- 
place about 100 ageing Northrop 
F-5s with other U.S. -made 
planes. 

The U.S. administration . has 
notified Congress it intends this 
year to sell Riyadh 515 MlAl 
Abrams tanks. General Dyna- 
mics sent two of the tanks for 
trials in Saudi Arabia in 1987. 

Congress has blocked several 
arms sales to Saudi Arabia in 
recent years. Dioplomats and 
military experts said that if Con- 
gress stopped the Abrams deal, 
the Saudis might purchase Bri- 
tain's Challenger or another West 


European tank. 

“Continued unwillingness to 
approve Saudi arms sales re- 
quests is having lasting consequ- 
ences," General H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, commander of the 
U.S. Central Command which in- 
cludes the Gulf, told the Senate 
Armed Services committee last 
month. 

“The United States has lost 
tens of- billions of dollars in ex- 
ports as well as associted domes- 
tic jobs," the general added, in 
reference to Saudi Arabia's $20- 
billion arms deal with Britain last 
year after it was denied U.S. 
arms. 

Though Prince Sultan, a youn- 
ger brother of King Fahd, is only 
expected to make minor deals on 
his trip, be might revive talks on 
plans to acquire submarines. 

The proposed purchase was put 
on hold, diplomatic sources said, 
after Saudi Arabia had contacted 
several West European manufac- 
turers to explore the possibility of 
buying submarines. 


After the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) failed last 
week to gain admission to 
another U2M. agency, the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), 
seven mainly Islamic states have 
pat the issue before Wednesday’s 
meeting of UNESCO’s executive 
board. 

The WHO thwarted the PLO’s 
first bid for full membership of a 
U.N. agency as delegates to its 
annual governing council, an- 
xious to avert a clash with the 
United States, voted to defer a 
decision for a year. 


and politicising the agency. 

The 50-member UNESCO 


board could recommend PLO 
admission by a simple majority, 
although only the full general 
conference of 158 states at the 
end of the year can formally 
accord membership. A two-thirds 
majority is needed there. 


The U.S. had said it would cut 
off annual contributions of more 
than $90 million if die PLO, repre- 
senting the State of Palestine 
declared last November, were 
made a member. 

The. United States left UN- 
ESCO in 1985 after clashes with 
former Director General Ahma- 
dou-Mahtar M’bow. 


Algeria, Egypt, Indonesia, 
Mauritania, Nigeria, Senegal and 
North Yemen are pushing for the 
PLO’s admission at the board 
meeting, according to UNESCO 
documents. 

Western members, relieved at 
the outcome of the WHO meet- 
ing in Geneva, are hoping to 
repeat the compromise in Paris. 

The board meeting represents 
Mayor's first major test since 
wresting power from M’bow in 
November 1987. 


GENEVAfAP) — The International Lahore Organisation (ILO) 
warned Tnesd ayr that tension in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
woold cont in ue to grow unless the Israeli gpremmed takes swift 
action to hah an economic deefine in these lauds. 

^ An ILO report said that since the start of the Palestinian Bprising, 
firing standards have dropped by 50 per cent, according to some* 
observers, and that Israeli authorities cite a 30 per cent in 
economic activity. 

The sit uation , the report said, led the Arab population of the 
occupied territories to organise a “resistance arH ? survival eco- 
nomy” based on return to femfly agriculture. An ILO fect-finding 
team was told by residents that militar y authorities “seize any 
excuse to undermine this subsistence economy,” It 

The report, compiled for next month’s annual conference of the 
ILO^said the material deprivation and lack of social and economic 
Progress has caused “despondency... aggravated by the frustration 
of having no prospect of a more just and fife.” 

It said the threeHoaeniber ILO ndsaoa flmy vis ted the hrf 
February are “convinced that tie continuing deterioration of the 
economic actuation... can only increase teaqj p n and t mrdpn posi- 
tions” and called for effective measures as soon as possible to halt 
the deefine. 

The report said the trade onion situation in the occupied 
territories “continues to be a matter of extreme concern.” It said 
that union rights may be temporarily restricted for serious reasons 
involving a country’s security. 


Diplomats said the PLO mem- 
bership controversy would hardly 
help efforts by bTbow’s succes- 
sor, Federico Mayor, to persuade 
the U.S. to rejoin and once ag ain 
contribute its 25 per cent share of 
UNESCO’s budget. 


While be was - carrying out 
programmes inherited from 
M’bow, Mayor could only make 
declarations of intent. Now he 
will be judged by what he deliv- 
ers,” one diplomat said. 

Also before the board - is 
Mayor's schedule of priorities up 
to 1986 and his plan for a reform 
of UNESCO’s bureaucracy,- a 
step urged by Britain before it 
quit in 1986. 


90 held after housing 
riots in Algerian town 


Saudi paper blasts Iran in war of words over Haj 


RIYADH (Agencies) — A Saudi 
Arabian newspaper , ending a 
seven-month lull in anti-Iranian 
invective, slammed Tehran Tues- 
day over signs that it will boycott 
the annual Haj pilgrimage to 
Mecca. 

’Tehran's behaviour indicates 
that its rulers seem to have 
learned no lesson from the past," 
Ai Nadwa paper said. “They in- 
sist on commiting the same errors 
and ignoring Islamic and Saudi 
efforts to resolve inter-Muslim' 
differences." 

Iran has complained about res- 
trictions on the July Haj to Mecca 
and Medina, including a quota of 
45,000 Iranian pilgrims. 

Gulf-based diplomats say Iran, 
which wants to send 150,000 pil- 


grims, looks certain to boycott 
the pilgrimage for the second 
successive year. 

Al Nadwa said quota limits, 
which apply to all countries, were 


agreed by the Organisation *of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) last 


Islamic Conference (OIC) last 
year. 

“Had Iran harboured good will 
it would have abided by the deci- 
sion, taking into consideration 
that the behaviour of Iranian 
pilgrims was much to blame," the 
paper said. 

More than 400 people, mostly 
Iranian pilgrims, were killed dur- 
ing the 1987 pilgrimage in riots 
after an anti-Western demonstra- 
tion by Iranians in Mecca. 

“Since when were the staging 
of demonstrations, the hoisting of 


pictures and political slogans, 
anarchy and killing, the basic 
principles of Haj... such be- 
haviour is proof of st u pid i ty," Al 
Nadwa said. 

The Tehran newspaper 
Jomhori Edam - accused the 
Saudis Monday of implementing 
U.S. policies. 

The war of words is the first 
between the two countries since 
October, when relations 
appeared to improve. Riyadh 
broke diplomatic relations with 
Tehran in April last year, accus- 
ing Iran of terrorism and subver- 
sive acts. 

Pilgrimage ministers of 45 Isla- 
mic countries are due to meet in 
the Red Sea port of Jeddah 
Wednesday. 


Iran has rejected an invitation 
to the meeting, diplomats re- 
ported. 

The diplomats said Iran was 
angry because Saudi Arabia was 
again sticking fast to the quota 
system. 

Iran had been trying to exert 
pressure through third countries, 
especially Pakistan, for a larger 
Ir anian contingent, this year, said 
the sources, speaking to the AP 
on condition of anonymity. 

The I ranian daily Jomhuri re- 
ported Monday that the differ- 
ences bad almost been solved 
when “the Saudis rejected all 
previous agreements and started 
everything anew," the official 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
reported. 


ALGIERS (R) — Police arrested 
90 people in connection with riots 
in the east Algerian town of Souk 
Ahras last Wednesday, an official 
statement said. 

Sixty-nine of them were being 
held on remand and the rest were 
freed on bail, the public prosecu- 
tor in the provincial capital of 
Guelma said in the statement, 
reported by the official news 
agency APS. 

The rioters, protesting against 
alleged favouritism in allocating 
housing, sacked public buildings 
and the homes of local officials 
and smashed windows and street 
' lights. 

The disturbances in Souk 
Ahras, 430 kilometres east of 
Algiers, were the worst in Algeria 
since up to 160 people were lulled 
in Algiers ana other cities last 
October during protests against 
economic hardship and political 
restrictions. 


Party to change constitution 


Algeria’s ruling National Li- 
beration Front (FLN) will hold an 


extraordinary national congress 


in October to adapt its constitu- 
tion to a multiparty system. 

The FLN cedtral committee 
fixed the date for Oct. 28 to 30 at 
a meeting in Algiers Monday, 
APS reported. 

The FLN controlled all politic- 
al activity in Algeria from inde- 
pendence in 1962 until riots last 
October forced the government 
of President Chadli Benjedid to , 
rethink the system. 

Scores of new independent par- 
ties have sprung up this year but 
they do not yet a legal status ! 
because the FLN re main s on pap- 
er the only political organisation. 

APS said the October congress 
would draw up a new political* 
programme, amend the party 
constitution and elect new central 
committee members in the light 
of the amendments. 

At a regular congress last 
November the FLN agreed to 
reduce its links with the state and 
tun^ itself into a broad front 
embracing different opinions. It 
did not, however, give a firm 
promise that a multiparty system 
was imminent. 


Afghan government defies 


r f P 


predictions of collapse 




By Nassir Shirkhani 

Reuters 


KABUL — When the last 
Soviet soldier headed home 
from Afghanistan three months 
ago, Mujahedeen rebels and 
their Western allies rubbed 
their hands and predicted a 
swift march to power in Kabul 
for the guerrillas. 

“The Afghan government is 
like a building without girders. 
Most diplomats in Kabul say it 
could fall any time between 
now and July,” said Charge 
d’ Affaires John Glassman as be 
removed the stars and stripes 
from the U.S. embassy. 

He then bade farewell to the 
chill Afghan capital before the 
final Soviet pullout Feb. 15. 
The eatire Western diplomatic 
corps packed up and followed 
him, citing security reasons in a 
dty which they thought would 
soon become the Mujahedeen 
capital. 

But the pro-Soviet govern- 
ment of President Najibullah 
has proved a tough foe ready to 
fight to the bitter end and 
shows no sign of felling. 

For the guerrillas, victory has 
been elusive. They have found 
obstacles on the road to Kabul 
even without the Soviet troops 
who had helped prop up the 
government since 1979. 


They set up a rival govern- 
ment and launched an offensive 
against the eastern dty of Jala- 
labad in the hope of capturing it 
as a provisional capital within a 
short time of the Soviet pullout. 

They took heart from initial 
gains but government troops, 
relying on air power, beat off 
the onslaught. 

The rebels blundered by 
changing from guerrilla warfare 
to a conventional frontal attack 
without arranging for a unified 
command to direct their opera- 
tions. 

Kabul, the key to power, has 
itself been quiet despite tbe 
predictions of a security break- 
down and the occasional rocket 
attacks from surrounding 
mountains providing sanctuary 
to the rebels. The rockets have 
failed to disrupt life and people 
pay them scant attention. 

Few troops patrol the teem- 
ing streets of a capital whose 
largely Persian-speaking 
population is wary of the pros- 
pect of living under a govern- 
ment of predominantly Pashtun 
Mujahedeen. 

Religious and linguistic dif- 
ferences have sapped whatever 
appetite there might have been 
for an uprising in support of tbe 
rebels. The most ardent oppo- 
nents of the government have 
either left or simply been si- 


lenced. 

Most residents cherish the 
idea of peace after JO years of 
war which has claimed more 
than one million casualties and 
sent up to five million people to 
seek refuge in ndghbcmring 
Pakistan and Iran. 

Najibullah has exploited the 
war weariness, offering to share 
power with the Mujahedeen* 
and even pledging to step down 
if it brought peace to Afgha- 
nistan. 

The offer was rejected by the 
Mujahedeen. who hold his Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan (PDPA) responsi- 
ble for all the misery of the war 
but it seems to appeal to the 
man-in-the-street. 

“Now that blasphemy has left 
our country, the Afghans 
should sit down and fold a 
solution,” said a Kabul resi- 
dent, referring to the Soviet 
forces. 

Almost ail Afghans, indud-' 
ing some officials, resented the 
Soviet presence. But that ele- 
ment of unity in dislike has now 
disappeared and differences 
have come to the fore. 

“I hope tbe war near Jalala- 
bad will continue for the next 
10 years because it only affects 
Sunnis who have suppressed us 
ah along," said a Shi’ite Muslim 
Hazara. 
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Afghan govt 


it soldiers patrol Kabul streets (Sygma photo) 


The Hazaras support the Per- 
sian-speaking Tajiks in seeking 
to break the traditional hold of 


the Pashtuns on power. 

The PDPA has itself suffered 


from ethnic and linguistic prob- 
lems, with the moderate Par- 
chami and Khalq fighting for 
supremacy. 

The two factions have buried 
their differences and closed 
ranks behind Parch ami Najibul- 
lah in the face of the rebel 
threat. To ensure loyalty from 


the army, the government pick- 
ed ideologically-committed 
troops to defend Jalalabad and 
Kabul. 

Tbe army says it has emerged 
stronger since the Soviet with- 
drawal and senses no real threat 
from tbe Mujahedeen. 

“We used to relv on Soviet 
troops. Now we have no choice 
but to stand on our feet and 
fight to the end to avoid de- 
feat," said General Utumi, 
chief of the National Defence 


Council. 

More than half the soldiers 
fighting the Mujahedeen are 
PDPA members for whom de- 
feat would mean death. 


“We have to fight to the last 
drop of our blood if attacked,” 
said soldier manning a check- 
point outside Kabul. “If the 
Mujahedeen win, we will all be 
executed. They will have to 
walk over our dead bodies to 
reach Kabul.” 
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Slmwwani Hospital 669131 

UriVCBittr Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 
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meat at tbe Queen Ala International 
Airport Tel. (08152300-5, where it 
should always be verified. 
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Bahrain to ease visa restrictions 


KUWAIT (R) — Bahrain will start granting seven-day visas to 
foreigners living in the Gulf in order to promote tourism, Bahraini 
Prime Minister Sheikh Khalifa Ibn Salman Al Khalifa was quoted 
Tuesday as saying. “We have already ordered this, but for certain 
reasons implementation was delayed for a while," .he told 
■ rmnoitv ai Cauacuh np.wsnaner. He said foreiea residents m 


Kuwait's Al Seyassah newspaper. He said foreign res denis in 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries arriving at Bahrain 
airport would be given seven-day visas renewable by hotels. 
Citizens 0 f the GCC can enter Bahrain without visas but most 
forei gner s had needed to get them outside the country. Sheikh 
Hamad said the change was designed to encourage tourism, boost 
the hotel industry, encourage commerce and strengthen Bahrain’s 
position as a regional financial centre. 


Libya invites British MP for talks 


LONDON (R) — A British member of parliament said Monday 
Libyan authorities had invited him for talks in Beirut about the 
release of British hostages there. Opposition Labour parliamenta- 
rian Ron Brown public a letter from the Libyan government 

to him t saying Tripoli would "do anything you recommend to 
secure the release of individuals held hostage." Tbe letter 
expressed opposition to terrorism, and continued: “We invite you 
to visit Beirut to discuss your proposals with our local representa- 
tive." Brown has previously tned to mediate on behalf of hostages 
in the Middle East. During a visit to Libya last September, he 
asked Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi to use Tripoli's influence 
on Iran to secure the release of British captives in Beirut. 


Kuwaiti travellers warned 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait Monday issued a list of directives to its 
citizens urging them to look out for swindlers while on summer 
holidays abroad. The 20-point list issued by the Foreign Ministry 
told citizens not to carry large sums of money or jewellery and use 
credit cards as much as possible. The directives, reported by tbe 
Kuwait News Agency, also urged Kuwaitis not to leave shopping 
bags unattended, to consult a lawyer before signing any legal 
documents and keep an eye out for fake gems and products. 


Kurdish rebels kidnap 20 villagers 


DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (R) — Kurdish rebels kidnapped 20 
villagers and set fire to cars with flame-throwers in raids in 


southeast Turkey, security sources said Tuesday. They said 40 
rebels of the Marxist Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) led the 
villagers away at gunpoint in Siirt province Monday night. They 
clashed briefly with -troops trying to mount a rescue operation. At 
the same time, a second band of PKK rebels attacked cars with 
guns and flame-throwers in Sirnak town, 30 kilometres from the 
Iraqi border, and then escaped- The PKK has in the past abducted 
young men to try to recruit them as fighters in its guerrilla war for 
autonomy for Turkey’s estimated eight million Kurds. More than 
1,300 people have been killed since the PKK launched the war in 
1984. 


Armitage meets senior Egyptian officials 


CAIRO. (AP) — Tbe U.S. under-secretary of defence arrived 
Tuesday and immediately met with President Hosni Mubarak on 
military cooperation and bilateral relations, the Middle East 
News Agency (MENA) reported. The agency said Richard 
Armitage met separately with Youssef Sabri Abu Taleb, Egypt's 
defence minister. Armitage is in Cairo as head of a delegation to 
the annual meeting of the American-Egyptian military coordina- 
tion committee. 


Cairo court convicts 7 in spy case 


CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian court has sentenced three Libyans 
and four Egyptians on charges of spying and plotting to overthrow 
the Cairo government. The three Libyans, tried in their absence 
and identified as officers in tbe intelligence service, were jailed for 
life and fined 5,000 Egyptian pounds ($2,000) each. They were 
named as Al Hadi Mohammad Khidr, Yousef Abu HelaUa and 
Mohammad Saad. The Libyans were accused of recruiting the 
four Egyptians in September 1981 and training them to Wow up 
government buildings inside Egypt to foment trouble. The 
Egyptians were arrested in January 1987 before any sabotage was 
attempted. Businessman Mahmoud Abdul Shaft was jailed for 10 
years, schoolteacher Hassan Othman Taba for two years and the 
other two for a year each. Each was fined 1,000 pounds ($400). 


Saudi justice minister resigns 


RIYADH (AP) — Saudi Arabia’s minister of justice, Ibrahim Ibn 
Mohammad Al Sheikh, resigned from his post for health reasons, 
according to a royal decree late Monday. The minister will be 
succeeded by Mohammad Ibn Ib rahim Ibn Jubeir who has been 
named acting minister of justice in addition to bis cabinet-level 
post of chairman of the grievances court, the decree said. The 
decree, distributed by the Saudi Press Agency, said King Fahd 
accepted the resignation at Sheikh’s request, and expressed his 
thanks and appreciation to the outgoing minister for his dedicated 
services. Sheikh has been reported in bad health in recent years, 
said officials who know him. 


David Waite comforts family of missing Briton 


LONDON (AP) — The brother of missing Church of England 
envoy Terry Waite lent support Tuesday to relatives of an elderly 
British man feared kidnapped in Beirut. David Waite, whose 
. brother disappeared more than two years ago in the strife-tom 
ary, met relatives of Jack Mann on a television show and told 
them that talking helps. “Just to be able to have dose friends that 

you can talk through the situation with — I think you will find this 

great help, he told the stepdaughter and brother-in-law of Mann, 
who disappeared Friday. Jennifer Mitchell and Glyn Pritchard 
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appeared on the breakfast-time commercial station TV-AM after 
asking to meet others in the same situation. Mann, whose wife 
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Sunny remains in Beirut, left his apartment Friday to go to the 
bank but never returned. Police found his car parked in a west 
Beirut street, and a group calling itself the Cells of Armed 
Struggle claimed it abducted him 
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Apple 500 / 400 
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1st blind man sits MA oral 

DtBID (J.T.) — A -panel of professors from Yarmouk University 
Tuesday discussed a thesis by a blind Jordanian student in Arabic 
la n gu ag e for which he hopes to obtain a Masters degree. 

The post graduate student, Gbaleb Freihat, is the first Mind 
student to submit a thesis for a post graduate degree at any of the 
1 Jordanian - universities, according to a university spokesman. 

- -The spokesman said that the thesis which is in five chapters 
tackl es contemporary scientific and technical terms in the Arabic 
language. The student submitted proposals for the creation of a 
specialist! Arab .language school in charge of scientific terms. 
Aiaoag those present at the panel discussion were Chief Chamber-' 
lain Prince Ra’ad Cm Zaid, who is president of the Jordanian 
Friends of the Blind Society, University President Mohammad 
. r Hantrian and a large group of deans from Jordanian universities. 




Soviet team arrives 


AMMAN (Petra) — A delega- 
tion representing the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences (SAS), 
headed by its Deputy Director 
' General Bogatikov Oleg AJec- 
seevich, arrived in Amman Tues- 
day on a week-tong visit to Jor- 
dan upon an invitation by the 
Higher Council of Science and 
Technology (HCST). 

. . -The delegation will meet with 
senior officials from the HCST 


and will tour a number of scien- 
tific research institutions, univer- 
sities and- leading industrial in- 
stitutions. 

The delegation will also con- 
clude a scientific and technical 
cooperation agreement with die 
HCST and will draft protocols of 
cooperation between the SAS 
and the HCST in the fields of 
science and technology, renewed 
energy and environmental pro- 
tection. 


7 Arab countries to establish 
regional informatics network 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
six - other Arab countries have 
agreed bn establishing a regional 
informatics network which will . 
launch cooperation with similar 
networks to be established in the 
Maghreb -Union and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council countries. 

The announcement was made by 
Dri Yousef Nuseir Tuesday upon 
the conclusion of a three-day 
sub-regTonal meeting at the Royal 
' Scientific Society (RSS) to discuss 
-the prospects of such network 
that would benefit Arab countries 
in scientific and technological 
fields.- 

; . The delegates,- reviewed six 
working papei&omthe matter and 
a general report on the use of 
computers in die Arab World. 

.. Nuseir who Is director of the . 
RSS*s computer department said 
that a working paper will be 


presented to a regional confer- 
ence on informatics' network 
which will be held shortly, and 
another to be organised by the 
United Nations Educational, Srien- 
fic* and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO). Delegates repre- 
senting Jordan, Kuwait, Bahrain. 
Qatar, Syria and Egypt took part 
in the conference which was orga- 
nised by. the Higher Council for 
Science, and Technology in coop- 
eration with UNESCO. 

Several regional and internation- 
al organisations attended the 
meeting. According to Nuseir, 
the following countries will be- 
nefit from the. proposed net- 
works: Jordan, Iraq, Egypt, 
North Yemen, Syria, Lebanon, 
and Sudan. The three centres that 
would serve as the network’s nuc- 
leus will be those of the RSS and 
two others in Egypt and Syria. 


ARABIC FESTIVAL: The Jordan Academy of Arabic has opened 
its seventh cultural festiv. which -expected to last until June 10. 
.The festival includes seminars and lectures dealing with educational, 
: health, cultural and scientific topics and the process of Arabising 
foreign terms used in agriculture and other sciences. Scholars and 
’■ inteUeotuals from Egypt, Syria and Jordan will deliver lectures 

{P-etra). 



LATEST TECHNOLOGIES: a seminar 

was held at the Amman Marriott Hotel Wednesday m which Mr. 
-Amr AJ Sayed, the dlMcal products specialist for Kodak Near East 
Inc. introduced the latest developments in. the dry che m istry 
technology represented by Kodak Ektachem blood analysers and 
also recent advances in the field of biological diagnostics repre- 
sented. by the sure cefi test kits which are self-testing kits for 
pregnancy, stirepA, chlamydia, herpes, AIDS and gonhoma. 
Murad Technical & Trading EsL, Kodak dealers in Jordan hosted 
the seqpnar (J.T.) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

- The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to veerify the listed 
r tune and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* A plastic- art exhibition by Mohammad Bolis and Munfra 
Tunfciyyeh at the Honsing Bank Gallery. 

* The May art exhibition at AJ Wasiti Art Gallery, Plaza Hotel. 
•it An exbadtion of ceramics and silk flowers entitled “ Amman 

Embedded in the Heart 1 * by Sana’ A1 Asir at Urn Honsing Bank 


An art exhibition by Aziz Ammoora at the Gallery HaD, Jabal 
.- .Lweabdeh. 

■it An ai^iitlim entitled “Grand Projects for the Sttate: 1979- 
1989” at the French Cultural Centre. 

A* An nhflytkw nf rfwamhy l hiHiwtriwc and wntifif pypp rimwi tii 

1 at Umm ’Amara Sececondary School, IrbkL 

* A photography exhibition by British photographer and writer 
Jane Taylor in which 41 aerial photographs of various places in 

r Jordan are da display at AHa Gallery. 

FILMS 

* A French f9m entitled “Lcs Trofe Conronnes du Matetot” at 
the French Cultural Cadre — 8:00 pm. 

* Apri^ !3r eectnfcd‘ c Archa£oIogy on Scrcm’ 7 hi which three 
videos are shown under the tides: “life and Death in Ancient 

’ Egypt,” “IheFather of Pots: Sir Flinders Petrie” and riaJrftip 
at Historic Sites,” at the British Council — 6:00 p .m r 


Jordan pays tr ibute to ICO 

Caritas president ends visit 



AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Presi- 
dent of tbe International Caritas 
Organisation (ICO) Cardinal 
Alexandre do Noscimento Tues- 
day wound up a four-day visit to 
Jordan and left for borne. 

Tbe cardinal held talks with 
Jordanian officials on the imple- 
mentation of socio-economic pro- 
jects in the country with help 
from ICO, and inspected a num- 
ber of Caritas centres around the 
Kingdom. One of the cardinal's 
meetings was with Mohammad 
Suqur, the Ministry of Social De- 
velopment's secretary general 
who paid tribute to ICO for its 
philanthropic activities around 


the world hr general and its assist- 
ance to Jordan in particular. 

The ministry maintains strong 
ties of cooperation with ICO in 
implementing different projects 
benefiting people in rural and 
urban regions of Jordan. Suqur 
noted. 

The cardinal said that the ICO 
aims at helping the needy and 
helping to solve socio-economic 
problems around the world 
through its contributions to va- 
rious projects. 

He expressed Caritas ’s appre- 
ciation to the Ministry of Serial 
Development for facilities and 
cooperation to help carry out its 


projects and vocational training 
programmes in Jordan. 

According to Jordan Caritas 
Director Mousa Adeli, the car- 
dinal reviewed with Jordanian 
officials the implementation of 
projects in Mafiraq Govemorafe 
for which Caritas will contribute 
JD 187,000. Adeli said that Jordan 
Caritas operates handicraft and 
vocational training centres in 
Amman and a number of Jorda- 
nian towns and has contributed 
JD 100.000 to -i project carried 
out by the Queen Alia Social 
Welfare Fund to establish welfare 
centres in Madaba and neigh- 
bouring towns. 


Experts discuss Mideast rural changes 


By a Jordan 

Hines Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Fifteen Arab and 
French researchers are gathering 
bere Wednesday to discuss the 
various modernisation and urba- 
nisation trends of the Middle 
Eastern Arab World including 
tbe effect of migration on rural 
areas within the framework of 
economic and political develop- 
ments. 

The workshop, entitled “Rural 
Changes in the Middle East,” due 
to open Wednesday, is sponsored 
by the Centre of Studies and 
Research in the Contemporary 
Middle East (CERMOC) and by 
the Arab Thought Forum, in 
cooperation with the French Stu- 
dies and Documentation Centre 
on Law, Economics and Social 
Sciences (CEDEJ) in Cairo and 
the Fren ch I nstitute for Arabic 
Studies (IFEAD) in Damascus. 
Tours University Professor Jean 
Francois Troin will open the 
workshop on Wednesday and will 
present a paper entitled “From 
the Village to the City: Growth 
and Changes. The paper is a case 
study from Morocco. CEDEJ 
sociologist Francois Ireton will 
follow with “Socio-Economic 
Evolution in Upper Egypt (1961- 
1981).” Another French resear- 
cher, geographer Sylvie Fanchet- 
te will then present a paper on 
“the Nile Delta during the fnfitah 
Era.” 


Two Jordanian researchers are 
also scheduled on Wednesday. 
Sociologist Suleiman Sweiss will 
discuss, “the Crisis of the Rural 
Areas in Jordan, and Yarmouk 
University's Sarha Ghannam will 
discuss, “the Political Leadership 
and Changes in the Rural Areas 
in Jordan.” 

The remaining three papers 
will concentrate on “the Nubians 
in Egypt,” by anthropologist 
Frederique Fogel, “a Village in 
Lebanon: case study,” by CER- 
MOC geographer Souha Taraf. 
and “Rural Changes in the Syrian 
Jezirah," by HEAD historian 
Christian Velud. 

The second day will begin with 
two papers on Saudi Arabia. 
King Abdul A 2 iz University 
Geographer Said Kahtani will 
present a paper entitled, “Agri- 
cultural Development in Saudi 
Arabia Today." An urbanist at 
King Fahd University in 
Dhahran, Jacques Zahar will fol- 
low with a paper on. “Urbanisa- 
tion of AJ Qatif Oasis.” 

Ali Faour. a geographer from 
the Lebanese University, will 
then discuss. “Rural Migrations 
in Southern Lebanon.” Three 
papes on Jordan, delivered by 
French researchers, will follow. 

Lyon University ethno- 
archaeologist Michele Biewers 
will present a “Case Study: A 
village in Jordan; CERMOC poli- 
tologist Brigitte Curmi wiJJ pre- 
sent a paper on “the Health 


Conditions in tbe Rural Areas 
Towards an Open Society,” and 
CERMOC ethnologist Anna 
Ohannessian will tackle “Soda! 
Changes in Bedouin Life of the 
Jordan Valley.” 

The final paper will be pre- 
sented by another IFEAD French 
researcher, ethnologist Olivier 
D’hont on “the Euphrate Be- 
douin: Return to Badia?” 

Except for Kahtani's and 
Ghannam's papers, which will be 
presented in Arabic, all the work- 
ing papers will be in French. 

CERMOC has been working 
since 1977 towards enhancing the 
understanding on how Arab 
societies evolve, with special 
attention paid to the rural 
changes in the Arab World and 
the process of urbanisation and 
related problems. In the past 12 
years. CERMOC has published 
L5 hooks on matters related to 
the development of Arab soriery. 

The centre first started its work 
in Beirut, only to have its activi- 
ties interrupted in 1983. In 1988 
CERMOC was forced to cease all 
activities and the scientific coun- 
cil derided to relaunch its activi- 
ties from a branch in Jordan. 

CERMOC director in Jordan, 
Dr. Marc Lavergue, who will also 
be moderating the workshop, 
said that cooperation between 
French and Arab researchers is 
crucial, “since we all live around 
the Mediterranean and we should 
know and learn from each other. 



CONGRATULATIONS: His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday con- 
gratulated King Ulav V of Norway on the Norwegian constitution 
day and wished him, in his own name and on behalf of the Jordanian 
people further progress and prosperity (Petra). 

GOOD WISHES: His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday received a 
cable of good wishes from the Bahraini leader Sheikh Issa Ibn 
Salman A1 Khailifa, who was over flying the Jordanian air space en 
route to Egypt. Sheikh Issa wished the King continued good health 
and happiness and the Jordanian people every success and progress 
(Petra). 

CONDOLENCES: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday sent a cable of condolences to AJ Hijri family in Sweida’a 
governorate in Syria, voicing his heartfelt condolences over the death 
of the late Sheikh Salman A1 Hijri (Petra). 

CAMPAIGN: The executive committee of the National Red 
Crescent Society Tuesday derided to launch an anti-meningitis 
campaign throughout the Kingdom. The committee will distribute 
10,000 vaccines to its various branches in Jordan, in addition to its 
hospital in Amman. The British Red Cross Society has already 
donated 50,000 vaccines, including 40.000 for the Ministry of Health 
(Petra). 

SELF-EVALUATION: A week long meeting on administrative 
development by tbe use of self-evaluation methods, started Tuesday 
at the Industrial Development Bank's Institute of Management. The 
course is organised by tbe institute in cooperation with the Higher 
Achninistrative Studies College at the Thunderbird American Uni- 
versity (Petra). 

STATISTICS: A two week training course on financial statistics, 
organised by the General Statistics Department m cooperation with 
the Arab Institute for Training and Statistical Research, starts here 
Wednesday, with statisticians from a number of Arab countries 
participating (Petra). 

COOPERATION: Means of developing information cooperation 
through the exchange of cultural, information and documentary 
programmes, between Jordan and Tunisia were the subject of 
discussion at a meeting held in Tunis between Jordan's Ambassador 
to Tunisia TaJal Sataan AI Hassan and director of Tunisian Radio 
and Television Corporation, Saladdin Mu'awiah (Petra). 

CIVIL DEFENCE: , Civil Defence Director General Lt.-Geoeral 
Khalid Tarawa eh Tuesday paid an inspection tour to the civil defence 
centres in Aqaba district and Quwairah sub-district where he 
inspected progress of work and the level of services offered to citizens 
(Petra). 

TENDER: The Mafraq Governorate work department has offered a 
tender to maintain the remaining part of the street linking Deir Al . 
Kahf with Al Jbiyeh. The 3.5-kilometre road will cost JD 35,000 
(Petra). 

CAMPAIGN: The education department in Madaba district has 
begun a cam paign to present aid to needy students in the district. 
This campaign includes school clothes to 835 students in fifty 
elementary schools in the district at the cost of JD 2,000 (Petra). 

WHEAT: Yarmouk University has embarked on a study aimed at 
identifying the physiological characteristics of the different kinds of 
wheat and the impact of dry and semi -dry weather on wheat 
production. Thge study findings will determine which kinds of wheat 
can be used in the various dry and semi-dry areas with a view to 
producing sufficient quantities of wheat and averting the desertifica- 
tion of land (Petra). 

LABOUR UNIONS: A delegation from the Federation of the 
Jordanian Labour Unions, led by abdui Halim Khaddam will 
participate in the 8th conference of toe International Federation of 
the Arab Labour Unions (IF ALU) due to open in Algiers Monday. 
Tbe four-day conference agenda includes endorsing the resolutions 
and recommendations of the central council sessions, discussing a 
report by the genral secretariat, approving the budget, amending the 
constitution of the IF ALU, and forming the financial committee 
(Petra). 

HAJ TALKS: Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Ministry Secretary 
General Dr. Ahmad Hnlayil will lead an official delegation on a visit 
to Saudi Arabia Saturday, according to Al Dustour. Tbe visit is 
designed to hold talks with the concerned Saudi officials to facilitate 
pilgrimage. Dr. Hnlayil will participate as well in the preparatory 
committee meetings of the Fourth Conference for the Ministers of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs (Petra). 


Qatanam 
receives U.N. ' 
fact-finding 
mission 

AMMAN (Petra) — A fact-find- 
ing team representing the United 
Nations press office had a meet- 
ing here Tuesday with the direc- 
tor of the Foreign Ministry’s de- 
partment for Palestinian affairs 
Dr. Ahmad Qatanaoi to discuss 
the situation in the Israeli-held 
Arab territories. 

Qatanani briefed the visitors 
on the development of toe Pales- 
tine problem, Israel's repressive 
measures practiced against the 
Palestinian people under occupa- 
tion, and Israel’s human rights 
violations. 

Qatanani also spoke about the 
continued closure of Arab educa- 
tional institutions and the deten- 
tion of thousands of Arab people 
during the past 18 months of the 
imifadia. 

Qatanani also outlined the 
main activities of his department 
and assistance provided to the 
Palestinian refugees living in 
Jordan. 

The fact-finding mission, which 
arrived here Monday, on a four- 
day stay in the course of a Middle 
Eastern tour, is led by Dr. 
Mahmoud AJ Sa 'id who said that 
in Jordan and talk to representa- 
tives of the Palestinians in the 
course of their investigations into 
Israel’s practices. 


Naour 
ponders 
cooperative 

MADABA (Petra) — Heads of 
development units within toe 
Naour region held a meeting 
Tuesday to discuss development 
schemes to be implemented in the 
second half of 1989. 

The district governor who 
chaired toe meeting said that toe 
units strive to set up an agricultu- 
ral cooperative society to support 
the agricultural sector in the 
Naour district and to set np a 
dairy processing plant. Contacts 
over these projects have been 
made with the ministries of In- 
dustry and Trade, and Agricul- 
ture, toe district govemot said. 

He said that toe units have 
submitted a request to the Noor 
AI Hussein Foundation to help 
set up a handicraft centre to 
employ local women in crafts that 
would' help izaprr e the living 
stfl* 1 '“r»L of their families. 





Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior 
S alim Masaadeh (right) Tuesday receives Arab 
Interior Minister’s Council Secrtfary General 


Abram Nashaat Ibr ahim (centre) at the Interior 
Ministry (Petra photo). 


Masa’adeh receives Ibrahim 


AMMAN (Perra) — A number 
of security matters of concern to 
the Arab World and the imple- 
mentation of resolutions taken by 
the Arab Interior Ministers' 
Council were discussed here 
Tuesday by Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Minister of Interior Salem 
Masa'adeh and Akram Nashaat 
Ibrahim, who arrived here Mon- 
day evening to attend a three-day 
meeting by the heads of anti- 
narcotics bureaus in the Arab 
World, discussed the council's 


role in cooperation among Arab 
states m security affairs and re- 
viewed the council’s activities 
during 1989. 

Masa'adeh and Ibrahim also 
discussed the three-day meeting's 
agenda;: and the interior minister 
expressed hope that toe meeting 
will yield fruitful results to contri- 
bute towards further inter-Arab 
cooperation. 

Ibrahim later met at the Minis- 
try of Interior with its secretary 
genera] Salem Qudah for a simi- 


lar discussion. 

Delegates from 15 Arab coun- 
tries are taking part in toe three- 
day meeting which, according to. 
Ibrahim, is designed to help Arab 
countries ensure more security 
and deal with the challenges 
posed to the Arab Nation by its 
enemies. 

The meeting is being held here 
for the first time after the Arab 
League had decided that Amman 
should house the council's head- 
quarters. 


Majali: Drug menace threatens all nations 

Arab anti-narcotic chiefs 
discuss drug trafficking 


AMMAN (Petra) — Delegates from 15 Arab 
countries opened a meeting here Tuesday to 
discuss ways of combatting drug trafficking, the 
adverse effects of narcotics on health and inter- 
Arab cooperation to stem drug addiction in the 
Arab World. 


The opening session of the 
three-day meeting was addressed 
by Public Security Department 
PSD Director Abdul Hadi At 
Majali who called for intensive 
inter : Arab and international 
■cooperation .in combatting drug 
'trafficking. 

Drugs are among the most 
sinister problems that threaten 
mankind and the future genera- 
tions in all countries of the world, 
and Arab states are no exception, 
Majali noted. 

He said that although drug 
addiction is relatively at a low 
level in Arab countries, the dan- 
ger cannot be far away in view of 
toe fast transportation facilities 
and open trade among various 
nations. 

Referring to Jordan's en- 
deavours to combat drug traffick- 


ing and addiction, Majali said 
that bis department has been 
intensifying its cooperation with 
organisations in Arab and other 
countries, and has introduced 
new measures in this concern. 

• The PSD has opened anti- 
narcotics branches in various pro- 
vinces, and is employing police 
dogs, and police helicopters to 
track down smugglers and drug 
traffickers who infiltrate into 
Jordanian territory to peddle 
their illicit products. 

Jordan has foiled numerous 
attempts at trafficking drugs, 
thanks to cooperation among 
police departments in the Arab 
World and the diligent efforts of 
the PSD branches around the 
country, Majali noted. 

The delegates, all heads of 
anti-narcotics departments in 


their respective countries are 
meeting in implementation of a 
resolution by the Arab Interior 
Ministers Council. 

The council's Secretary Gener- 
al Akram Nashaat Ibrahim 
addressed the meeting, pointing 
out that drugs do not only cause 
mental and bodily harm but lead 
to the destruction of human 
values and tend to demoralise 
people and create a climate for 
criminal activity. 

Ibrahim outlined the council’s 
activities and /program mes in 
general and' underlined toe im- 
portance for Arab counties to 
implement a pan-Arab strategic 
security plan which was endorsed 
by tbe council at its last meeting. 

Ibrahim said that cooperation 
among Arab states in combatting 
drug trafficking and addiction has 
become more feasible now with 
toe creation of the Arab Coop- 
eration Council, the Maghreb 
Union and the Gulf Cooperation 
Council which are bound to help 
boost cooperation in economic 
and social fields. 


Conference discusses solar energy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Participants 
in an international conference on 
energy systems which opened 
Monday discussed a total of 14 
working papers on energy related 
matters and ways to employ ener- 
gy in social and economic de- 
velopment areas during 'Tues- 
day’s sessions. 

The papers dealt in part with 
the employment of hot air to dry 
agricultural crops and toe use of 
solar power to heat the air for 
that purpose. One of toe papers 


was presented by the Royal Sci- 
entific Society (RSS) dealing with 
photovoltaic systems to general, 
electrical energy for the develop- 
ment of remote areas which are 
far from the electricity network 
and other conventional energy 
sources. 

Tire participants later toured 
the RSS's experimental grounds 
and examined solar power pro- 
jects. 

The conference, which is 
attended by more than 100 spe- 


cialists and engineers was opened 
here Monday by acting Minister 
of Energy and Mineral Resources 
Adnan Badran who outlined Jor- 
dan's endeavours to prospect for 
oil and various forms of energy 
resources. 

The conference will review 31 
working papers dealing with 
energy resources with special 
focus od the use of solar and wind 
power as alternative sources of 
energy. 



Kerak castle (File photo) 

More riches at Kerak castle 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 
KERAK castle, located adjacent 
to the modem town of Kerak, can 
easily be acknowledged as the 
single most historically significant 
site in Jordan from the Late 
Islamic period. In this era, which 
expands from the 12th through 
the 20th centuries, the castle was 
the pivotal administrative, econo- 
mic, and defensive centre within 
the settlement pattern of south- 
ern Transjordan. 

Although most often cited as a 
crusader fortress, much of Kerak 
castle, as it stands today, was 
built during the Ayyubid and 
Mamluk eras, as documented by 
substantial architectural features. 
Although not reflected in toe 
present architecture - of the site, 
tbe importance of Kerak con- 
tinued into the Ottoman period 
during winch time it played a 
major role in tbe administration 


of Transjordan. 

One of toe principal construc- 
tions reflecting the Islamic history 
of Kerak is a place complex lo- 
cated on the upper level of the 
castle, between the crusader 
church and the massive donjon at 
the southern edge of toe castle. 

In June 1987 the palace was 
selected for investigation during a 
one-week field project that con- 
sisted of preliminary architectural 
study ana a small archaeological 
test trench that was located in toe 
palace reception ball. The origin- 
al plaster floor of the reception 
hall was found intact and the num- 
ismatic evidence from beneath 
the floor demonstrates that the 
structure is a I4th century Mam- 
luk construction. 

Two phases of deposition were 
present above floor: Phase I, 
dating to tbe Mamluk period, and 
Phase II, reflecting -Ottoman- 


occupation. Thus, while the 
palace was originally constructed 
and occupied during the Mamluk 
period, it was reused by toe Otto- 
man garrison that first arrived in 
Kerak during toe early 16th cen- 
tury. 

As a rural town within toe 
Mamluk empire, Kerak reached 
its height of sophistication in the 
14th century, during the last reign 
of Sultan Al Nasir Mohammed, 
for historical sources state that in , 
A.D. 1311 Kerak was embel- 
lished with a number of urban 
institutions, including a palace, 
mosque, bath, school, khan, hos- 
pital, and public park. 

As a result of the 1987 excava- 
tions the palace can be identified 
as the only Mamluk palace in 
Transjordan and can be attri- 
buted to the era of Sultan Al 
Nasir Mohammed on the basis of 
histofical records. 
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Shamir’s ploy 


W HILE the election idea projected for the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip appears to be gaining currency at the superpow- 
er level and receiving conditional acceptance from the 
Palestinian side, it must be immediately distinguished from 
the Israeli election scheme which is nothing morp than a 
rehash of the Camp David Accords. It is worth noting that 
while the U.S. is expressing guarded support to the 
election idea as such, it has not folly subscribed to the 
Shamir election formula. Likewise the Soviet Union has 
completely disassociated itself from the Israeli election 
proposal, describing it as dangerously flawed, woefully 
deficient and wantonly lacking in scope and direction. 
Meanwhile, the PLO has officially rejected the Shamir 
election plan and described it as ridiculous. And concurrent- 
ly with its categorical rejection of the Shamir election ideas, 
tiie PLO maintained its conditional acceptance of the 
principle of conducting elections in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip including, occupied Jerusalem, provided they are 
carried out under U.N. supervision and have the potential of 
granting the Palestinian people under occupation the full 
and complete opportunity to exercise unqualified self- 
determination including the opportunity to create their own 
separate state in the occupied territories if they so wish. 

One would presume that all the forces genuinely working 
cm the side of peace in the Middle, East, including the 
superpowers, know only too well that for any elections to be 
meaningful in the West Bank and Gaza Strip they must be 
free and under neutral supervision. Equally valid is the 
proposition that the PLO cannot be excluded from the 
election process as Shamir appears to be ainng for. The PLO 
has been internationally accepted, as has long been the case 
in Che Arab World, as the representative of the Palestinian 
people in the West Bank and Gaza Strip with full authority 
and mandate to make lasting c ommitm ents on their behalf. 
To attempt at this late hour to jump over the PLO makes 
one wonder about the real intents and purposes of the 
Shamir plan. And when the exclusion of the PLO Is 
considered in conjunction with the Israeli ipso facto 
rejection of the Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and with the added Israeli condition that the projected 
election be conducted only when calm is restored to the 
occupied territories, one can be sure that the Shamir’s 
.model for elections is only a ploy to ga m time and poll the 
rug from under the Palestinian intifada. Accordingly, unless 
international pressure especially superpower pressure can 
be applied on Israel in order to conduct fair and free 
elections in the territories in question with a view to give the 
Palestinians under occupation a real opportunity to exercise 
self-determination in all its dimensions, then there is no 
re d ee m i ng value in the election scheme. If such persuasion, 
when applied on Israel, falls to deliver the conditions' that 
are fair and balanced for the election idea, then the 
international community, especially Washington and Mos- 
cow, are duty bound to bring back the international 
conference idea from the back burner. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


AJ Ra’i daily welcomed a visit here by Sultan Qaboos of Oman 
which starts Tuesday and said that it will further bolster links 
among Arab states. The paper said that the talks between Qaboos 
'and King Hussein are expected to oover pan- Arab affairs, the 
Middle East question and bilateral relations in a brotherly 
atmosphere designed to boost solidarity among Arab brothers. 
Needless to say that the present moment is most opportune for 
strengthening Arab ties prior to the coming summit and in view of 
the cuirent situation in Lebanon, the occupied Arab lands and in 
the face of common challenges, the paper noted. It said that the 
need now is to create a favourable atmosphere for the Arab 
leaders to deride on joint efforts and steps that would further 
strengthen Arab stands. The paper said that Qaboos and King 
Hussein working together with their Arab brothers have suc- 
ceeded and will succeed this time once again in boosting the Arab 
image and cementing Arab ties at ail levels. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily comments on a government derision 
reached with the United Nations Development Programme under 
which the latter will assist Jordan develop its public administra- 
tion system. Tawfiq Al KhaliH says that no one knows yet whether 
die U.N. will provide help to Jordan free of charge or whether the 
treasury will be forced to foot the bill which is JD 700,000. The 
writer expresses his dissatisfaction with the decision because if 
provides for foreign specialists to come to Jordan and help the. 
country reform its public administration system. The writer says 
that Jordan is abound with fully qualified people and experts who 
can introduce reform and improve public administration and he 
rites the work over the past few years conducted by the Royal 
Commission entrusted with overhauling the civil service system in' 
Jordan. The writer says Jordan needs no technical help in this 
respect and the government ought to look for the right people for 
the job and to give them the proper facilities and freedom to 
work. 


Al Dnstonr daily commented on the prime minister's statements 
to a delegation representing the Ma'an Governorate. The prime 
minister has urged the people of Ma’an, where the recent riots 
took place, to cooperate with the government and help carry on 
the process of development and construction, said the paper. It 
noted that this message is directed to all governorates whose 
cooperation with the government under the present circumstances 
is crucial. But Ma’an has a special responsibility being the base of 
the Great Arab Revolt in the Kingdom and the station where the 
late King Abdullah launched bis war of liberation. The paper 
referred to the demands and the requests presented to toe 
government at the meeting which concern improvements of 
health and educational services and employment of the Ma’an 


citizens in the local industrial projects. The paper said that these - 
demands were on the mind of King Hussein when he directed.the 
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national pension fund on which 


BUENOS AIRES — Argentines 
have chosen a charismatic popul- 
ist, Carlos Menem, to lead them 
out of hyperinflation and bank- 
ruptcy under the banner of a 
political movement with a track 
record of disaster. 

Presidential elections on Sun- 
day resulted in a landslide victory 
for Menem, candidate of a party 
that was founded by Juan Peron 
in the 1940s and blended ele- 
ments of Italian fascism with fer- 
vent nationalism in a system 
based on state domination. 

Like toe late Peron, Menem 
enjoys strong backing from 
labour unions, and in his victory 
speech he vowed to “put an end 
to this Argentina where those 
who do nothing live well while 
those who work every day of the 
year live badly.” 


he drew to finance public spend- 
ing and buy continued popularity. 

At its height, Peron and hU 
second wife Evita were venerated 
almost as saints by millions of 
poor Argentines. 

Sent into' exile by toe military, 
Peron made a triumphant return 
in 1973 and took over the pres- 
idency again. The country soon 
degenerated into chaos and vio- 
lence that his third wife Isabel, 
who succeeded him on his death, 
was unable to halt. 

She was deposed by the milit- 
ary in 1976, at the beginning of 
seven years of brutal military 
dictatorship which murdered 
thousands of Argentines. 

Political analysts attributed 
pan of Menem ’s success to 
“punishment votes” against Pres- 
ident Raul AJfonsm, who res- 
tored democracy after the 1976-' 
83 dictatorship but failed to halt a 


50-year decline in living stan- 
dards. 

In toe economic turmoil {re- 
ceding toe elections, Alfonan’s 
greatest achievement was almost 
forgotten — he will be the first 
elected president to hand over 
office to toe elected president of 
another party in the 178-year 
history of Argentina. 

Menem has said he would 
reshape the Peronism to adapt it 
to the requirements of the late 
20th century. But his detractors 
insist his hands will be tied by the. 
trade unions which backed him in 
internal party primary elections 
last year. 

He beat Antonio Cafiero, lead- 
er of a reform movement inside 
the Peronist Party which wanted 
to soften its tendency towards, 
paternalism and reduce toe pow- 
er of union bosses. 

“Menem signifies the return to 
old Peronism,” Argentine writer 


Jacobo Ti mme rman wrote after 
toe party primaries. 

“Sca ndals with women, dose 
ties with toe Paraguyan dictator 
General Alfredo Stroessner, in- 
ability to formulate a national 
plan, confusion and contradiction 
in an electoral platform... parti- 
cipation of Nazi .organisations in 
toe innermost circle, collabora- 
tion with ex-terrorists of the left, 
a powerful influence of trade 
un i o n mafias.” 

In a speech two days before toe 
elections, Alfonsm said that the 
price Argentina had- paid for its 
return to democracy was too high 
to be gambled away by “feolc 
messiahs.” 

Diplomats said Menem’s 
triumph underscored the endur- 
ing appeal of populists not only in 
Argentina but Latin America as a 
whole at a time when most of its 
countries face their worst econo- 
mic problems in half of a century. 


A matter of pride, honour 


By Rafcan Al Majali 


The following column appeared in AJ Ra’i Arabic daily Tuesday. 
The writer is the newspaper’s editor-in-chief. 


The' return of Peronism was 
hastened by widespread popular 
desperation in a country where 
inflation now runs at an annual- 
ised 24,000 per cent, the national 
currency has lost 80 per cent of its 
value since February, shortages 
of consumer goods are common, 
and public services are 
floundering. 

Argentina halted payments on 
its $60 billion foreign debt a year 
ago. 

Menem has promised to cure 
Argentina, once one of the 
world’s richest countries and now 
the sick man of Latin America, 
with a “productive revolution.” 
. He has said wage increases for 
workers are to fuel the locomo- 
tive that is to pull Argentina out 
of its economic morass. 

In campaign speech after cam- 
paign speech, he said production 
and consumption would be 
boosted by easy credit. 

Details of how this can be 
achieved have been left vague 
and his opponents, alluding to his 
campaign slogan for “follow me,” 
portrayed him as a pied piper 
intending to lead toe nation back 
to discredited Peronist policies of 
the past 

Juan Peron first took office in 
1946 and started a spree of profli- 
gate spending that emptied the 
government's coffers, bulging 
with export earnings from wheat 
and meat. Then, toe country was 
the world’s eighth-biggest eco- 
nomy.# 

By 1955, when he was ousted In 
a military coop, the reserves were 
exhausted — and so was the 


Argentina’s next president 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Flamboyant 
Argentine governor Carlos 
- Menem looks set to adopt the 
mantle of Peronist founder Juan 
Peron after leading toe party to a 
resounding victory in Sunday’s 
general elections. 

A 58-year-old lawyer with a 
passion for fast cars and beautiful 
women, Menem will succeed 
President Raul Alfonsm on De- 
cember 10. 

In a victory speech to a crowd 
in his nafive city of La Rioja, 
1,100 kilometres northwest of 
Buenos Aires, Menem quoted his 
two favourite authorities, Peron 
and the Bible, to set out one of 
the priorities of his future admi- 
nistration. 

“Peron used to say that to 
create jobs is to govern and we 
will make that premise a reality, 
toe jobs that will make toe biblic- 
al phrase come true — you will 
earn your bread with the sweat of 
your brow,” he said.. 

“We will finish with this 
Argentina where those who do 
nothing live well and those who 
work every day of toe year live 
badly.” 

Menem, whose parents were 
Syrian-born, will be Argentina’s 
first president not of Spanish or 
Italian stock. His wife, Zulema 
Yoma, is a Muslim but he is a 
devout Roman Catholic. 

Menem will take the Peronists 
bade into the Casa Rosada, toe 
pink government house from 


which Peron addressed mass ral- 
lies, 13 years after their last gov- 
ernment was thrown out by a 
military coup. 

He insists Peronism is not a 
political party but a multi-class 
movement embracing workers, 
businessmen, intellectuals, stu- 
dents and nationalist military per- 
sonnel. 

Alberto Kohan, one of his 
campaign managers, said: 
“Menem is the leader Peronism 
lost 15 years ago (when Peron 
died).” 

Menem has governed La Rioja 
since Argentina returned to 
democracy in 1983 after eight 
years of military rule. 

During the campaign he in- 
voked God at least 10 times per 
speech, in a manner which poli- 
tical analysts likened to that of 
television Evangelists who in re- 
cent years have gained ground in 
Latin America. 

He favours the orthodox 
Peronist doctrine espoused by 
Argentina's powerful trade un- 
ions, a form of nationalism which 
calls for a “humanised capi- 
talism.” 


from foreign creditors on Argen- 
tina’s $60-bilIion debt. 

To head off military unrest, he 
wants to re-equip toe restless 
armed forces and to produce 
arms for export. 

In 1987 Menem was re-elected 
La Rioja’s governor until 1991. 
He had held the post from 1973 to 
1976 during toe last Peronist gov- 
ernment. He spent five years 
under arrest, * without being 
charged, during toe 1976-1983 
military regime. 

Under Menem’s administration 
dozens of industries took advan- 
tage of tax breaks to open opera- 
tions in La Rioja. His opponents 
say the province is in an economic 
mess because of excessive public 
spending. 


His economic programme was 
packaged for the campaign in a 
vague slogan, “the productive re- 
volution,” which proposes to en- 
courage output and consumption 
by raising wages and offering easy 
credit terms to businesses... . 

Menem has said he plans to 
seek a five-year grace period 


He and his wife led separate 
lives for some time because of his 
passion for motor rallying and 
high life in show business circles. 
They were reunited shortly be- 
fore he won toe Peronist pres- 
idential nomination. 

*Tm a seducer, not a womanis- 
er,” Menem said in a recent 
interview when asked about bis 
rakish ways. “I can’t say I am a 
saint because I have no halo. 
Let’s say I’m an ordinary man.” 


Menem was born in toe town of 
Anillaco, near toe city of La 
Rioja, on July 2, 2930. He 
obtained his law degree at the 
University of Cordoba in 1955. 
He has two tecoaged children. 


THE so-called' Shamir plan, which has now become the Israeli ■ 
government’s official plan,* contains certain implications, and 
obviously aims to achieve objectives only favoorabte to toe 
Zionist enemy. . ' 

This plan is,, in toe first place an Israeli attempt to end the I 
current political deadlock over toe Middle East question and a 
means to help Israel confront the international com m u ni ty winch 
bolds a different view concerning toe achievement of peace in this 
region. There is no doubt that Israel has come up with the Shamir 
plan to try to escape the mounting international pressure, and to 
show the world that it is adopting a positive stand, and holds its 
own views towards peace which,. it claims, it is quite ready to 
achieve. • 

It is a well-known fact that the Western public opinion is 
specially “bewitched” by toe word “elections” and is easily taken 
in by Israel’s bragging about democracy, forgetting that Israeli 
“democracy" also has a racist and terrorist face. 

It is quite certain that the Israeli plan aims at creating a certain 
psychological atmosphere, paving the way for practical steps to 
contain the intifada in the occupied Arab, territories. It is also 
important for us to notice toe similarity in form and content 
between Shamir’s plan and Shultz’s proposals with regarding a 
stage-by-stage solution. Both plans are based on the concept of 
“distributing roles” to different parties. All of which are based on 
illusions, particularly where it concerns Jordan, which continues 
to reject all attempts aimed at deception and prevarication. 

Jordan has firmly replied tp the Shultz’s plan by reaffirming its 
national position, and it followed that step by severing its legal 
links with the occupied West Bank, thus upsetting the Zionist 
enemy which has no alternative to dealing directly with toe 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), the sole and legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people. 

Jordan does not seek any role, nor does it expect to be assigned 
any role whatsoever from any source in either of the two plans or 
in toe Camp David Accords, or in any other formula from any 
source. 

Jordan, as His Majesty King Hussein reaffirmed during his 
recent visit to Washington, adopts a firm stand and, strongly 
believes that no solution can be reached outside the framework of 
the international peace conference in which all concerned parties 
should be allowed to participate. The King has also stressed that 
elections in the occupied Arab lands can only be conducted within 
toe framework of an. overall solution. 

But the question of accepting or rejecting the elections idea is 
totally left for toe Palestinian people and toe PLO to decide. 

In other words, the Shamir plan is not addressed to Jordan, and 
Israel should rather present its plan directly to the concerned 
party: the PLO, which has the right to accept or reject the idea. 

This policy stems from Jordan’s commitment to the pan-Arab 
stand and the strong desire on the part of the international 
community to achieve a final settlement through an international 
conference which serves as toe only road to peace. 

Jordan realises now more than at any time in the past that it will 
be a target for enemy plans, simply in view of its own national and 
pan-Arab stanch. The Jordanian people realise that their coun- - 
try’s present difficulties stem from its determination to abort all 
conspiracies and to adhere to its national dignity and pan-Arab 
responsibilities in defence of the Arab Nation. The Jordanian 
people, under King Hussein, have offered a great deal of 
sacrifice,. and are ready to offer more for toe sake, of defending 
their honour and existence, regardless of the price. ' 

Life for Jordan is a feeling of pride and honour rather than a 
matter of gain or loss. 


Baker outfoxed but 


Paraguay breathes fresh air of freedom 


undaunted after Moscow trip 


By Luis Mauro 

Reuter 


By Carol Giacomo 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Secretary of 
State Janies Baker, a master at 
the public relations game, met his 
match last week when he was up- 
staged by Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

Baker, in office four months, is 
one of Washington’s most suc- 
cessful politicians and is widely 
credited with putting George 
Bush in the White House. 

But having moved from the 
national stage to the world stage, 
he is competing with a Soviet 
leader who repeatedly has proven 
his political acumen and his abil- 
ity to throw the West and its 
leaders off guard. 

“Gorbachev rolls Baker," 
trumpeted a headline in a major 
U.S. newspaper after toe Krem- 
lin chief surprised Baker od his 
first Moscow visit with proposals 
to reduce short-range nuclear 
forces (SNF) unilaterally in 
Europe and negotiate deep cuts 
in conventional forces. 


by toe SNF dispute. 

U.S. officials say that given the 
circumstances, Baker handled the 
situation well. 

He could have dismissed the 
SNF cut as militarily insignificant 
and berated Gorbachev for sinis- 
ter motives, one official said. 

Instead, be chose toe more 
constructive option, highli ghting 
the modest scope of the 
■announced SNF cut, welcoming it 
and challenging Moscow to go 
further, toe official said. 

Baker allowed one flicker of 
pique to show through at a press 
conference at NATO headquar- 
ters in Brussels on Friday. 

After admitting the SNF dis- 
pute with Bonn bad not yet been 
resolved, despite a 45-minute 
meeting with West German Fore- 
ign Minister Hans-Dietrich Gens- 
cher; Baker declared it would be 
a ~“disaster...^if we let politics 


somehow endanger the security 
of the alliance.” 

U.S. officials accuse West Ger- 
man leaders of pressing the dis-. 
pute for domestic political 
reasons. 

NATO has long sought - cuts in 
Soviet SNF, and in announcing 
his unilateral reduction of 500 
nuclear missiles, bombs and artil- 
lery,” Gorbachev is basically fol- 
lowing the lead of the alliance,” 
Baker insists. 

Nevertheless, U.S. officials ack- 
nowledge feeling some pressure 
from critics who fault the Bush 
administration for not developing 
initiatives that respond to what 
many perceive as Gorbachev’s 
bold gestures. 

This is partly why Baker and 
Bush in recent weeks have de- 
clared their intent to “test Gor- 
bachev’s new thinking,” one such 
diverese matters as Central 
America and terrorism. 


ASUNCION — Paraguayans are 
savouring the breeze of freedom 
that has swept toe country since a 
military coup toppled dictator 
Alfredo Stroessner and ended 34 
years of oppression. 

Strikes, protest marches, press 
'freedom and anti-government 
proclamations are part of Para- 
guay’s new way of life. 

'This is the moment to give 
way to toe new ideas which are 
replacing toe old political prac- 
tices," student leader Esteban 
Alderete said. 

Andres Rodriguez is responsi- 
ble for toe change. He led toe 
February 3 uprising which forced 
his former mentor into -exile in 
Brazil. 

On Monday he will be sworn in 
as president, after winning the 
first democratic elections in Para- 
guay's history. 


Domingo Laino, his main rival, 
was harassed, imprisoned and ex- 
iled for his opposition to Stroess- 
ner. Now Laino is second vice- 
president of the senate. 


Paraguay’s press, previously 
muzzled through official in- 
tervention or self-censorship, 
now crusades against public 
maladministration and calls for 
justice against those who benefi- 
ted from the previous corrupt 
regime. 

Around 30 former Stroessner 
aides, including four former 
cabinet ministers, are being in- 
vestigated on charges ranging 
from embezzlement to misuse of 
public funds. 


recent weeks. Two days before 
toe May I election, Rodriguez 
visited squatters to express sym- 
pathy for their occupation of a 
large farm. 

“All these problems can be 
solved with a little patience be- 
cause, thank God, there are no 
serious social problems in Para- 
guay," Economy Minister Enzo 
Debemaidi said. 


Marches supporting pay claims 
by employees of small and 
medium-sized businesses occur 
almost every day in the capital. 

Organisations representing ru- 
ral workers pressing for land 
rights have also sprung up in 


Paraguay's . new-found demo 
CTacy and improvements in inter 
national relations should alsc 
boost the economy. 

Debemardi said industry had 
to modernise and cut costs with a 
view to taking part in a future 
South American common 
market. 


This small, landlocked coun 
of 3.7 million' people hopes 
reap benefits from joining ! 
regional integration efforts 
neighbouring Brazil, Urugi 
and Argentina. 


That view may be exaggerated. 
But there is no question the 
Soviet leader once again showed 
he can dominate the East- West 
arms control debate at will. 

Even President Bush’s long- 
awaited speed] on Friday outlin- 
ing his administration’s vision of 
U.S. -Soviet relations was 
dwarfed by Gorbachev's man- 
oeuvre. 
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new government to take up its duties and that toe government will 
no doubt strive to carry out the Royal directives. 


U.S. officials say they expected 
a new Gorbachev initiative, but 
one U.S. Soviet expert told Reu- 
ters this bad been predicted to 
come when the Kremlin chief 
visits West Germany soon, not 
while Baker was his guest 
Although NATO agreed the 
SNF cut would affect only five 
per cent.of toe Soviet arsenal and 
was therefore militarily insignifi- 
cant, toe announcement height- 
ened tensions within the alliance. 

It bolstered West Germany 
and others who say the Soviet 
threat is diminishing and NATO 
shook) abandon plans to mod- 
zeroise Lance short-range missiles 
■ and negotiate cuts overall in SNF^ 
Soviet Foreign Ministef 
.Eduard Shevardnadze on Satur- 
day followed up Gorbachev’s 
promised demilitarisation gesture 
with the threat that Moscow may 
develop new missiles or halt des- 
truction of old ones if NATO 
upgrades the Lance. 

Against this background, a 
NATO summit set for May 29-30 
is increasingly likely to be marred 
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By Stephanie de Montv aton 

NEW YORK — It's been 20 
years since star ballet dancer 
Arthur Mitchell introduced New 
York’s black ghetto of Harlem to 
classical dance. After rising 
through the ranks of the famed 
New York City Ballet, overcom- 
ing prejudice towards black dan- 
cers, Mitchell created his own 
school, in Harlem-, and his own 
ballet company. - 

The Harlem Ballet company is 
now playing to a full house in 
Washington, D.C., at the Ken- 
nedy Centre, as part of a special 
20-year anniversary celebration 
- tour including perfor manc es in 
major :U.S. cities — Boston, 
Atlanta, New Orleans, New 
York, Cleveland, Cincinnati and 
Qjicagd— a long way from their 
first performance at a ghetto 
theatre inear 125th Street in New 
Yoxfc'f* 

Gverthe years the company of 
40 dancers has won international 
acclakri throughout' the world. 
List jiear the Harlem Ballet com- 
jjany was the first Americas das- 
i sical dfifice group to perform in 
' the Soviet Union since the reac- 
tivation of cultural exchanges in 
.19851 .In contrast to today's fame 
are rmsmoiies of the ballet's first 
months in an obscure hangar of 
,the blighted Harlem quarter. In 
’ going forward' with the project 


publidty-shy Mitchell was chal- 
lenging, himself, and the black 
community. 

As a star dancer of the New 
York Crty Ballet run by George 
Balanchine. Mitchell had already 
demonstrated despite deep- 
rooted prejudice that being black 
was no barrier to becoming a 
classical dancer, but be wanted to 
go further. The murder of dvil 
rights leader Martin Luther King 
Jr. in 1968 served as a catalyst: 
Mitchell wanted to show the 
world that New York's black 
ghetto had cultural riches and 
many talented youth who had 
never been given a chance to 
express themselves artistically. 

When success and fame came 
to die Harlem school, it did not in 
any way alter Mitchell’s purpose, 
on the contrary, the dancer neg- 
lected his own career- as a 
choreographer to focus on the 
school's operation. It’s through 
the school that the ballet com- 
pany finds new talents it can 
nurture until the youths are offi- 
cially chosen as performers. 

The school’s artistic director 
Nancy Schaffenburg admits 
readily that it would nuke things 
easier for the school to move to 
the heart of Manhattan where 
other ballet schools are located, 
but those who suggest it are 
missing the point, she says. ln any 
case, the school's location at 466 


W. 152nd St. does not deter 
scores of students from New 
York’s other boroughs to attend 
classes. Some come from the 
Bronx, a drug-infested neigh- 
bourhood separated from Man- 
hattan by the East River, some 
from Brooklyn, and even Staten 
Island. This year the school also 
attracted 16 foreign students from 
countries' including Haiti, Eng- 
land, Dane mark, Belgium and 
South Africa. 

With Mitchell often busy on 
tours with the company, the Har- 
lem school is being tun by admi- 
nistrator Janice Robinson 
Hamm. She points out that the 
school wants to be open to all, 
which means that enrollment fees 
are kept lower than at most ballet 
schools. But even at a cost of $80 
for six months of classes (one 
hour a week), many families in 
the neigh bourhood could not 
afford to send their children. The 
school is providing financial aid 
to about 95 per cent of the stu- 
dents enrolled, Janice says. The 
best students receiving profes- 
sional training just before they 
join the ballet company can re- 
ceive aid from the federal govern- 
ment, while businesses and pri- 
vate foundations give scho- 
larships to other students. Janice 
recalled the case of a Harlem 
teenager without a home who was 
accepted without any fee. 



Ivpan! and Edward Jenhxte 7 23, 

have specialj^alrimg 1i»i adult 

classes at the Hariem ballet school, ff they do 


wellenough they will then join the in tern a- 
tfotiaUy- Vinous Harlem -Ballet Company. 


“Dance could cure society of 
many ills,” Nancy notes. It's a 
means of expressing one’s perso- 
nality at the same time that it 
strengthens the body and the 
mind. “Magy teenagers on the 
way to becoming delinquents 
have no interests," she says, 
adding that if they can't find 
hobbies and occupations they 
like, some have to be suggested 
to them. Any ait usually appeals 
to the young because it stimulates 
their imagination, Nancy adds. 
Art is a way for them to show 
what they can create and to build 
their self-esteem. And, of course, 
dance provides a physical outlet 
for extra energy. If you have a 
healthy body and if you like to 
move around, learning to dance 
comes easy, Nancy says. 

The large number of theatre 
and television shows featuring 
dancers have inspired many 
youths, Janice says. One case in 
point is Laini Hesti, 14, who 
attends dance classes at the Har- 
lem Ballet .school five times a 
week. She is now in the program- 
me preparing for professional 
dancing and her ambition is to 
become a star ballerina. Her first 
day at the school seems like a 
long time ago — like most other 
students she was 3 when she 
started ballet classes — yet she 
remembers that it was her own 
decision to come, not her pa- 
rents'. She used to love watching 
dancers on television and told her 
mother that there was nothing 
else that she wanted to do more. 

Feeling good 

After a few months, though, 
she was so disappointed because 
of her slow progree that she quit 
— only to come right back. To- 
day she is given small pats in the 
ballets staged by the company. 
Dancing is a pleasure, but it’s 
also hard work, as all students 
find out fast. They learn quite 
young that they must apply them- 
selves with a lot of self-discipline 
and concentrate. “When I dance 
I feel good,” Celina Cordoba, a 
10-year-old student, comments. 

According to Nancy, few 
schools have students as moti- 
vated as they are at the Harlem 
school. “Sometimes a teacher 
spends half of the time on disci- 
pline rather than dance,” she 
says, “even with young profes- 
sionals. But here people take the 
work very seriously." No doubt 
the atmosphere of comradery be- 
tween teachers and students helps 
each person to give his or her 



In the heart of New York's black ghetto a ballet school and 
company created by a former star of the New York City 
Ballet thrives, bringing some beanty and hope- into the lives 
of neighbourhood kids. 


Ballet-school administrator Janice Robinson Hamm, left, 
and Zelda Wynn look at a scrapbook of all the costumes 
Wynn has created for the ballet company over the past 20 
years. 


best. 

Students never seem shy with 
the teachers, even during the 
classes “when there is no time to 
be kind,” Nancy says. Looking at 
a class of older students who are 
all hoping to be selected by 
Mitchell to join the ballet com- 
pany, she explains that competi- 
tion does not generate animosity. 

On Thursday afternoon chil~ 
dren 6 to 12 years old gather in 
the school's largest studio for an 
hour and a half of hard training, 
their eyes always following the 
teacher. In a comer of the room 
Odilia Campbell and her piano 
provide the music, as they have 
done since the early* 1970s. Fol- 
lowing the students' movements 
with almost as much attention as 
the teacher, she goes from an 
adaptation of “Midnight Blue,” 
to parts of “West Side Story” and 
then the more classic “Bolero” by 
Ravel. 

Most of the students here that 
Thursday are girls, all with their 
hair up in a strict bun and wearing 
black body suits and flesh-col- 


oured tights. According to 
Janice, many male students are 
also enrolled, more than in the 
average dance school. The Har- 
lem school has built such a repu- 
tation, she says, that it is running 
out of space to accommodate 
students. 

Many teenagers hope that the 
school will be the key to a bright 
furore with Mitchell's company, 
but other students are here just 
for fun, Janice says. Programmes 
for children and adults who see 
dance as a hobby are o fie red; for 
example on Saturday afternoon 
parents can attend one class while 
their children spend their extra 
energy in another. 

The school also schedules spe- 
cial classes for children attending 
public schools in New York, and 
it sends teachers to schools in 
poor neighbourhood where some 
families don't even have a home. 
This type of community involve- 
ment also includes the school’s 
students who organise perform- 
ances in the public schools once a 
month. Raising young people's 


consciousness about dance is also 
a task given to the ballet com- 
pany: when it is on tour it pre- 
sents special programmes at the 
local schools. It pioneered this 
type of social work by dance 
professionals and inspired other 
American ballet companies to 
reach out to young audiences. 

' Mitchell often explains to stu- 
dents how all dance forms are 
linked to classical ballet, which is 
a necessary base. His school ap- 
plies the rigorous Russian techni- 
que of classical dance. If this art 
has changed over the centuries, 
it's partly because the physical 
characteristics of the damxrs has 
evolved, Nancy explains. Today's* 
dancers are stronger, they have 
longer muscles and they can be 
more athletic. The technique 
must have some flexibility to 
adapt to physical changes. 

Although the Harlem Ballet 
company and school are proud of 
their classic tradition, they do 
offer lighter fare, like tap danc- 
ing, jazz dance and ethnic danc- 
ing as options. Those who want to 


learn the art cf making costumes, 
stagecraft or lighting will also be 
trained. 

Its humble beginnings 20 years 
ago in the basement of a church 
did not prevent the Harlem Ballet 
to reach fame and entertain soph- 
isticated audiences worldwide, 
but it is appreciated at home, 
also. In Harlem, "people are 
proud of what goes on at the 
school and they seem very protec- 
tive. The street is probably the 
safest in this derelict quarter 
where drugs have taken a heavy 
toll. 

Down in the basement Zelda 
Wynn has been in charge of 
costumes since the early days. 
She says she is too old to go on 
tours with the company anymore, 
but she is happy to stay at the 
school and watch the students, 
when she is not busy creating 
costumes for yet another produc- 
tion. They haven't changed 
much,” she says with a' smile, 
"except that they are getting bet- 
ter and better!" (World News 
Link). 


London phone numbers 
— anew thrill for snobs 


By Ben Dobbin 

The Associated Press 

LONDON — London is about to 
dial into a uew and divisive ex- 
perience. ' ••• 

The cental fc running out of 
telephone numbers, so from May 
Day 1990 it will he split in two, 
with separate area codes for the 
central and outlying areas. 

. In. a :country-. which still har- 
bours a-' passion for carving the 
. citizenry info , classes, thg split 
offers fresli Ipbtential for social 
onc-np mans frip. 

Out will go the simple old 01 
area -code for London, to be 
repkieed by. 071 per subscribers 
within roughly ' 6.5 kilometres of 
Charing Cross, -London’s official 
centre point, and 081 for the rest. 

-It will also spell the end of 
Loudon’s nrereniine nee in Bri- 
tain's telephonic pecking order. 
Stripped "ofnts unique two-digit 
prefix, the capital wnl have to get 
in tine.behind Birmingham (021), 
Edinburgh (031), Glasgow (041), 

- Liverpool- (051) and Manchester i 
(06i). 

- Some Londoners may find it 
irksome ip bafre to dial 10 digits 
to erbss-thfe divide, and snobs will 
probably, have 1 . a field day. 

“07i;will be a superior number 
to have, 1 ’ 'declares Elsie Burch 
Donald,, quthqr of “Debrett’s Eti- 
quette and Moderti Manners.” 
“Qeariy- there is an advantage 
socially, cohursliy, economically 
to_be firing in -central London.” 

Like New York, which had to 
be divided mto 212 and 718 dial- 
ing codes, London is running out 
of telephone numbers, especially 
since the - rise* of the fax, which 
sends documents over telephone 
tines; '■ .. ;■ j . 

The new : . codes wfll double 
London’s telephone capacity to 
10 million. Without the change, it 
would have run oat of numbers, 
next year, swamped by a 25 per 
cent upsurge in demand hr the 
last four years, much of it in the 
centre. * ~' * "' : 

British Telecom, * the national 
telecommunications giant, has 
given the public a full year to 
adapt, and is spending tens of 
miliKms of pounds on the switch- 
over, . induding:£l miltion ($1.65 
mfllion) just -to publicise it. 

But it- EtaY, offering financial 
compensation for - letterheads, 
signs and addresses dn delivery 
bucks thrtvyriU;- have to - be- 
changed.- : : : ‘ ' . V 


Sign writers, copywriters, prin- 
ters, decorators, telephone en- 
gineers Joe* to be in for a busy 
. year. Telephone-triggered burg- 
lar alarms will have to be ad- 
justed too. 

Some subscribers have sug- 
gested running the split along the 
Thames River, which dirides the 
city into north and south. 

But British Telecom opted for 
rings, partly because “people’s 
geography gets pretty hazy out- 
side central London,” said 
spokesman Andrew Emerson. 

For the confused, British Tele- 
com will proride a free recorded 
message to set them straight. 

The 071 code will be stretched 
to include tbe docklands, some 10 
kilometres from the centre of 
London, which is being trans- 
formed from a wasteland of emp- 
ty wharves and rusting ware- 
houses into a bustling telecom- 
munications centre. 

The new codes will carve 
through communities like Ham- 
mersmith in west London, where 
some residents may have to dial 
10 digits to phone across ■ the 
street. 

- Instant status symbol 

Phone numbers used to be in- 
stant status symbols, when the 
first three digits were represented 
by letters. 

Reporting the latest change, 
the conservative Daily Telegraph 
wrote: “Telephone subscribers in 
London who mourned tbe loss of 
such emotive and colourful ex- 
change names as the poetic Byron 
and MaCaulay and the stately 
noble, Frobisher, empress and 
Gulliver may be further alarmed 
to hear that British Telecom is 
hoping to scrap tbe 01 dialing' 
prefix for London.” 

The letters system was scrap- 
ped 22 years ago. but numerical 
prefixes remain a status symbol. 

“Even now a number tells a 
tale,” says Catherine Alabaster, 
an estate agent in upmarket 
Knightsbridge. “235 is Belgraria, 
730 is Sloane. A lot of people 
don’t know it but there are smart 
numbers. There are always these 
nuances...” 

She says the latest change wfll 
make little difference to her weal- 
thy clientele, who “wfll only 
know London as 071. They won’t 
look at the other zone - 1 - it will 
almost be as if it doesn't exist. 
They’re not interested in fringes. 
In fact, they won’t cross the 
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Unhygeimc water is one of flic main transfer media for malaria 

High-flying war on malaria 

By Dean Lokken are watching its progress. of May about what’s going to 

R eu ier For tbe past four years, scien- happen in the latter part of July 

tists have studied in minate detail and August,” Dr. Robert Was- 
SAN FRANCISCO — The high- aerial photos taken of about 100 chino, one of the project’s scien- 


emments spy on each other's 
military forces is now being 
directed against one of mankind’s 
most deadly enemies — malaria. 

Using American and French 
satellites and a civilian version of 
the U-2 spy plane, scientists are 
developing a method of predict- 
ing where and when malaria- 
carrying mosquitos will strike. 

The war against the anopheles 
mosquito is a critical one. More 
than half the world’s population 
lives in areas where the insects 
are found. World health experts 
expect more than 100 million new 
cases of the disease and some 1.5 
milli on deaths from it this year 
alone. 

American scientists are 
spearheading die high-tech war 
against the mosquito, and numer- 
ous foreign governments and in- 
ternational agencies, including 
the United Nations committee on 
the peaceful uses of outer space. 


ramento Valley and correlated 
the fields' characteristics with tbe 
appearance of mosquitos. 

They now say they can predict 
— two months in advance and 
with greater than 83 per cent 
accuracy — tbe exact locations 
where anopheles mosquitos will 
breed. 

The precision is required be- 
cause researchers long ago disco- 
vered that the insects, which car- 
ry the parasite that causes malar- 
ia, breed in limited areas. 

Of 104 California rice fields 
studied, only 16 accounted for 
half tbe mosquito population. 

Armed with that knowledge, 
the scientists think they can de- 
velop for every region of the 
globe infected with malaria — 
mainly those countries near the 
Equator — the means to predict 
and plan for mosquito infesta- 
tions. 

“We’re talking in the first week 


“Now that's real magic." 

Waschino, an entomologist at 
the University of California and 
one of the world’s leading experts 
on the anopheles mosquito, and 
his colleagues plan to start corre- 
lating the satellite and aircraft 
data with insecticide spraying in 
California this year. 

A second phase of the fight 
against malaria has already been 
started in Mexico. A third phase, 
due to start some time in the 
1990s, will be able to cover every 
country identified by tbe World 
Health Organisation as being at 
high risk for malaria. 

Paul Sebasta, an ecologist and 
tbe project’s manager, said: “We 
are able to mark on a map where 
we predict the high-producing 
fields will be located. They're 
going to be different each year 
because the farmers change their 
crops.” 
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* Situation is grim and dim ’ 


Sudan’s woes exacerbate 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s economy is going from 
bad to worse amid inflation, debt and crippling war 
costs as Prime Minister Sadeq A1 Mahdi starts his 
fourth year in power, diplomats said. 


“The economic situation is 
grim and dim,” said a senior 
Western diplomat in Africa's 
largest country. 

Inflation bas doubled to about 
80 per cent since Mahdi came to 
power in May 1986 and looks set 
to rise as the govrament borrows 
to finan ce budget deficits, Khar- 
toum-based Western economists 
said. 

The Sudanese pound has 
slumped from an official 2.5 to 
the aoUar in 1986 to 4.5 and was 
trading on the black market this 
week at more than 20 to the 
dollar. 

In October the government in- 
troduced a parallel official rate of 
12.2 pounds to the dollar, aiming 
to lure remittances from 
Sudanese working abroad into 
the banking system. 

But economists said 80 per cent 
of remittances, which amount to 


SI million a day, are still handled 
by the black market. Dealers are 
thriving despite numerous 
arrests, including 30 last week 
under emergency laws. 

Khartoum’s estimated four mil- 
lion people wrestle with acute 
shortages of fuel, sugar and 
bread, also widely traded on the 
black market. 

' “Nothing is in short supply in 
Khartoum if you are prepared to 
pay a fortune.” said a Western 
diplomat. 

The armed forces need an esti- 
mated SI million a day to keep at 
bay the Sudan People's Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA). 

The six-year-old conflict pre- 
vents Sudan exploiting its only 
commercial oil find in the south- 
ern Nile region. 

Finance Minister Omar Nour 
A1 Day cm said last week the war 
was. partly responsible far in- 


creased government borrowing 
from the central bank. 

Economists said borrowing, 
which in effect meant printing 
money, had reached three billion 
pounds ($670 million) since the 
current fiscal year began July 1. 

Nour A1 Dayem said the gov- 
ernment also needed to borrow to 
pay for wage rises agreed in 
December at a cost of two billion 
pounds ($450 million). 

Tbe government had planned 
to finance these with price 'and 
tax rises, but backed down in the 
face of a nationwide strike and 
street protests early this year. 

Sudan, with a population of 25 
million, bas not fully serviced its 
foreign debt of nearly $14 bfllion 
since the early 1980s. 

“We are getting close to a 
situation like some Latin Amer- 
ican countries,” said the senior 
Western diplomat. 

Several attempts by Mahdi to 
introduce economic reforms sug- 
gested by the International 
Monetary Fund have failed for 
political reasons. 

Several major Western donors 



Sadeq A1 Mahdi 
are considering limiting their 
assistance to Sudan to humanita- 
rian aid, mostly to the famine- 
stricken population of the south, 
diplomats said. 

The United Nations has said 
100,000 people could starve to 
death this year unless food from 
international relief organisations 
continues to reach them. 

Sudan's agricultural output, 
potentially one of the world’s 
richest, was hit by floods and 
drought last year as well as war. 


Iraq to resume crude oil exports 
from Al Bakr port next month 


UMM QASR (Agencies) — Iraq 
has completed repair of its war- 
battered deep water terminal on 
the Gulf and will start oil exports 
from it next month. Transport 
and Communications Minister 
Mohammad Hamza said 
Monday. 

The minister said two of the 
original four loading jetties at the 
terminal known as Al Bakr Port. 


have been fully repaired and are 
operational. Exports will start 
June 1 with an immediate capac- 
ity of 800,000 barrels per (fey. 

Work is still going on to repair 
undersea pipelines connecting 
Iraq's southern oil fields to the 
terminal in the northern Gulf, 50 
kilometres southeast from Umm 
Qasr. 

The deep-water terminal was 
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badly damaged by continuous 
Iranian missile bombardment and 
air raids during the Iraq-Iraq war 
that ended in a truce last August. 

The minister said the jetties 
will receive tankers of more than 
250,000 barrels capacity and its 
export capacity will reach the 
same of that before the war 
started in September 1980. 

Restoration of the full pre-war' 
export capacity of 1.6 million in 
expected to take at least four 
more months. 

Iraq’s Oil Minister Issam 
Abdul Rahim Al Chalabi, told 
the Associated Press last month 
that resumption of oil exports 
from the terminals on tbe Gulf 
will not exceed Iraq's quota set by 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) — 
2.64 million barrels a day. 

Tbe weekly Middle East Eco- 
nomic Survey (MEES) reported 
Monday that Iraq had also re- 
ceived four single-buoy mooring 
oil loading facilities that could be 
installed in Gulf waters fairly 
rapidly. The four would increase 
export capacity by over one mil- 
lion barrels per day, MEES said. 

The Shatt Al Arab, Iraq's main 
outlet to the sea, is still dogged 
with war debris and with peace 
talks stalled it is unlikely to be 
deared soon. Instead, Iraq has 
made tremendous effort during 
the last few months to reoperate 
its southern ports on the Gulf and 
restore their pre-war capacity. 

Ten new Jetties have been built 
in the Umm Qasr port since the 
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ceasefire, while contracts have 
been signed with a local company 
to build 13 others in Khour Al 
Zubair terminal about 22 
kilometres to the north. 

Shippiag officials said at least 
18 wrecked ships were cleared 
from the port after the ceasefire. 

They said the port bas returned 
to its pre-war capadty of eight 
million tonnes of general cargo a 
year, but capadty will be in- 
creased to about 12 million ton- 
nes a year when the new jetties 
are completed. 

But tbe Ma'qaJ Port in Basra 
itself which ased to handle about 
five million tonnes a year of 
general cargo will remain closed 
due to the Shatt dispute. 

Shipping sources in the area 
said Iraq is working to dredge a 
waterway outlet ' on the Gulf 
through Shaft Al Basra which will 
link the port of Ma'qal to Khour 
Al Zubair. 

Meanwhile, work is continuing 
to dear tbe parts of the Shatt Al 
Arab waterway around Basra of 
unexploded shells and wrecked 
ships. 

The Iraqi Ports Authority said 
they have already lifted 16 vessels 
since the drive to dear the 26- 
kilometre stretch started last 
February. < 

Iraq is using local staff in clear- 
ing the parts of the Shatt inside its 
territory. Western diplomats said 
the work is slow because of lack 
of technical experience and the 
large number of unexploded 
shells. 



Duty paid or duty non- 
paid car, in good condi- 
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Phone 817335 hours 
5-7 p.m. 


Jordanian, Argentine officials discuss trade 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian- 
Argentine cooperation in trade 
and Economic fields was discus- 
sed at a meeting here Tuesday 
between the Federation of Jorda- 
nian ■ Chambers of Commerce 
President Mohammad Asfour 
and Mr. Fares Eid president of 
the Arab-Argentine Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The two sides also discussed 
matters related to Jordan’s parti- 
cipation in a trade, industrial and 
cultural exhibition to be held by 
Arab countries in Buenos Aires 
early in September 1989. 

Eid later said in a statement 


that the exhibition, the first by 
the Arab World in Argentina, is 
designed to help bolster Arab- 
Argentine relations in industrial, 
commercial and cultural fields 
and to increase the volume of 
trade between the two sides. 

Nearly three million people in 
Argentina are of Arab origin con- 
tributing actively towards the de- 
velopment of the country’s eco- 
nomic, political, social and cultu- 
ral life, Eid said. 

He said the newly elected 
Argentine President Carlos 
Menem is of Arab origin, whose 


parents emigrated to Argentina September exhibition, 
from Syria. His brother Edward ■ Asfour, .for his part, briefed 
is member of the Argentine sen- Eid pp the types of products 
ate and five governors in different which Jordan plans to exhibit in 
provinces and five members of Buenos Aires with the hope of 
the senate are also of Arab origin opening the way for trade be- 


while 15 members of the Argen- 
tine lower house of parliament 
are of Arab origin, Eid noted. 

He added that this points to the 
importance of the Arab commun- 
ity in Argentina and its influence 
in die economic and social life of 
that country. 

*Eid said his current visit to 
Jordan was part of his tour of 12 
Arab countries taking part in the 


tween the two countries. 

Asfour said that a delegation 
representing the federation and 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade and Jordanian business' 
men will represent Jordan at the 
exhibition to try to pipmote the 
sale of Jordanian products Dot , 
only in Argentina but also in -? 
other countries of Latin America. 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Specialists discuss Arab trade 

AMMAN (Petra) — A group of specialists from Jordan and seven 
other Arab countries gathered at the Amman-based headquarters 
of the Council of Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) to discuss 
different practical stages to enable Arab countries promote trade. 
Addressing the opening session was CAEU's Secretary-General 
Hassan Ibrahim who expressed hope that the specialists will find 
ways to encourage trade among Arab states and help CAEU to 
contribute towards that goal. Ibrahim called on Arab states to 
implement the provisions of the Arab economic unity which aim to 
bolster trade links among Arab states. Delegates attending the 
meeting indude Jordan,' the United Arab Emirates, Syria, Iraq, 
Palestine, Kuwait, Libya and Egypt. 

IWC warns of rising wheat prices 

LONDON (R) — Higher world wheat prices and a cut in handouts 
from major grain producers may squeeze the finances of poor 
nations dependent on wheat imports next year, the International 
Wheat Council (IWC) has said. The report by the IWC said wheat 
prices are on the rise while shipments of food aid are declining. 
“Many countries could experience severe difficulties in meeting the 
cost of commercial wheat imports," the IWC said. “Given the fact 
that nearly three-quarters of all wheat is imported by developing 
countries, this gives rise to considerable concern,” it added. The 
IWC said food aid shipments to poor countries are set to decline an 
estimated two million tonnes in the year which ends in June, from 
the record 9.5 million tonnes in 1987-1988. This is because of 
improved food supplies in some low-income African countries, but 
also because of rising costs of providing aid. Early indications are 
food aid shipments could fall even further in 1989-1990, it said, 
without giving a figure. 

• • 

Iran, Pakistan sign energy deals 

DUBAI (R) — Iran and Pakistan have signed a series of deals in 
the oil sector, Iranian sources in tbe Gulf said. Pakistani Science 
and Technology Minister Jahangir Badar, who is also in charge of 
petroleum, agreed the deals with Iran's Oil Minister Gholamreza 
Aqazadeh in Tehran, they said. They reported that Iran agreed to 
export 20,000 barrels of oil per day to Pakistan in exchange for 
textiles, aluminium, and other unspecified products. The deals also 
included constroction of an oil refinery in Pakistan and joint oil 
drilling, the sources said. Aqazadeh would visit Pakistan in July to 
confirm details, they said. 

Economist urges USSR to join FAO 

MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet Union, which refused to join the 1 
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) when it was founded 44 ( 


Swissair focuses on Mideast 


LONDON — Swissair’s traffic to 
its eleven destinations in the Mid- 
dle East region has picked up after 
a period of decline. A healthy 
increase is expected both in pas- 
senger and cargo traffic in 1989 
and the years to come, according 
to Rudolf Muller, the Swiss air- 
line's route manager for the Mid- 
dle East. 

Incoming tourism has gained in 
importance in recent years, and is 
making a sizable contribution to 
the aiifine's positive development 


in the region. “The Emirates 
have joined the traditional tourist 
destinations such as Egypt, Jor- 
dan and Cyprus," Mailer ex- 
plained. “We are eagerly promot- 
ing these areas on the local mar- 
kets." 

Swissair plans additinal fre- 
quencies on existing Middle East 
routes, ft is also evaluating new 
destinations in the region: Sanaa 
and Muscat are currently being 
considered. 


International Jordanian Festival 
American Community School 

May 19, 1989 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

8th Circle - Wadi Seer 
Family fun - folkdancers - handicrafts - 
games - mini souk - food - drinks. 

BIG LOTTERY - MANY PRIZES 
Entry JD 0.500. Under 12 FREE 


years ago, should now become a member to benefit from its 
expertise, a Soviet economist has said. The Soviet Union needed to 
take advantage of the FAO's knowhow in agricultural manage- 
ment and technology, Mikhail Kobishanov, economist at the 
Institute of World Economics and International Relations, said. 
“The USSR’s joining FAO would seem to be a necessity,” he 
wrote in the latest edition of the weekly newspaper Moscow News. 
Introducing Kobishanov's article, Moscow News said that when the 
FAO was founded in 1945, Soviet delegates refused to sign the 
organisation’s charter, saying iraperiaiist powers intended to take 
key posts and use the FAO to their advantage. The Soviet Union 
has recently shown interest in joining several international econo- 
mic organisations. 

'Stop lecturing; clean environment’ 

BRUSSELS (R) — The European Community’s (EC’s) environ- 
ment chief has urged industrialised nations to stop lecturing tbe 
Third World about environmental protection and start doing 
something to ease the problem. “We noil not improve the situation 
with sermons and wishful thinking,” EC Commissioner Carlo Ripa 
Di Meana told reporters. “Consumer countries that have in the 
past financed deforestation cannot just... express perfectionist 
approaches. They have to be helpful in the field.” A key group of 
developed nations earlier this month rejected a proposed fund to 
help Third World countries finance a world ban by the 2000 in 
industrial and household' gases which are destroying the earth’s 
protective ozone layer. Ripa Di Meana said he hoped tbe annual 
summit of industrialised countries in Paris on July 14 and a June 
meeting of EC leaders would take steps to transfer environment- 
friendly technology to developing countries and alleviate their 
debts. 

W. German exports hit new record 

WIESBADEN (R) — West Germany, Europe’s largest economy, 
bas reported record exports in March. The Federal Statistics Office 
said West Germany exported goods worth 55.13 billion marks 
($29.18 billion) in March, breaking the previous record set in 
December by 50 million marks ($26.5 million). The government 
data showed the country’s trade surplus in March rose to 12.8 
billion marks ($6.77 billion) from 11.4 billion (S6 billion) in 
February. Last year France criticised these buge trade surpluses, 
saying the overshoot should be reinvested in European countries 
which imported most from West Germany. West Germany bad a 
record trade surplus of 128 billion marks ($68 bfllion) in 1988 and 
economists have forecast that this year it will rise to about 140 
billion marks ($74 bfllion). 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, May 16, I989 r 
Central Bank official' rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutschmark 
Swiss franc 


B«y 

Sefi 

French franc 

82. 1- 

83.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 

392.1 

3%.3 

538.0 

542.0 

246.2 

24 88 

883J 

993.4 

Swedish crown 

Kf.J 

83.0 

277.5 

2805 

Italian lira (for 100) 

38.2 

38.6 

310.0 

313.7 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

132.6 

134.1 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 1. 6435/45 

One U.S. dollar 1.1870/80 

1.9360/70 
2.1820/30 
1.7325/35 
40.53/54 
6.5430/80 
1409/1410 
136.80/90 
6.5450/5500 
6.9990/7.000 
7.5350/5400 

One ounce of gold 374.45/374.85 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


ACCOUNTANT WANTED 

An American company in Amman seeks the employment 
of an accountant covering a period of at least 3 months, 
starting beginning of June, with a working knowledge and 
experience in accounting and bookkeeping in English, 
knowledge of Lotus 123 software is preferable. 

Hand written C.V. should be sent immediately to 
the following address: 

Attn: Accounting Dept 
P.O. Box 3361 
Amman, Jordan. 


FOR RENT 

A house consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining, 
sitting, kitchen, central heating. 

Location: Tlaa Al Ali 

Call tel: 656987 Amman 


LIVE-IN 

SERVANT REQUIRED 

An old woman is in need of a female servant to take care of her, 
Arab or any other nationality. 

Tel: 724207, 663734. 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 

835955, 663734. 6-8 p.m. 

Dr. Mustafa Hijazl 


SHARBAIN’S BOOKSHOP 
(Jabal Amman, 1st Circle) 

Do not miss this chance to "freshen'' up your private library. 
From May 13 we will offer all customers 20% discount off our 
regular prices on: — French titles 

— Music books 
— Children's books 
— And much more 

All encyclopedias will be for sale less 10% discount only. 

This offer is valid until May 31, 1989. 

Opening hours 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. Sat - Thu. 


FOR SALE 


Mercedes 1982, excellent condition, olive green, model 
250, 6 cylinders, duty unpaid. 

Call 271100/3165 between 9:00-12:00 a.m. 

Yarmouk University 

Irbld 



WANTED 


A full-time Filipina maid for a small family in 
Shmeisani. 

Tel. 682957 


(Furnished or Unfurnished) 
in Alia compound in Marj Al Hamam 

4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 3 salons, + one living room, kitchen 
+ breakfast table, maid's room + bathroom, garden with built-in 
barbecue, garage with store room. 

Furniture -in top condition. 

For more Information please call: 

605930 between 09:00 - 13:00 
711626 between 16:00 - 20:00 


FOR SALE 

1988, Izusu Trooper, longwheef base (4 doors). 
Deluxe model. Duty UNPAID. 23,000 k.m. 


Tel: 810513 


Three - Storey Villa For Rent 

A three-storey villa, comprising three residential apart- 
ments with an area of more than 800 square metres, and a 
beautiful garden. 

Location: Zahran Street, between the Third and the Fourth 
Circles. Suitable for diplomatic missions. 

For further information call 821243. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 

SYDNEY Prices slipped on a government threat to tighten 
monetary policy unless the economy slowed. The All Ordinaries 
index lost 10.7 to 1,555.1. 

just off their highs, helped by 
index-linked buying by investment Crusts and some financial 
institutions. The Nikkei index surged 210.16 to 33,926.45. 

HONG KONG — Prices fell on reports of fresh student 
demonstrations in Peking during the Sino-Soviet summit. The 
Hang Seng index fell 20.14 to 3,289.50. 

“ F 1 * J market ended “““d tort the Straits Tunes 
pointT*^ ““k* c at a high jof 1,303.48, up 8.08 

BOMBAY — Share prices finished lower after a quiet start, with 
activity stowing down considerably. One broker said the market 

-“"S ^ f arket leadcf Tata Steel was shifted to 
^ ™^ e 7o 330 5° m f<>nVard trading - A""** ^ent fell 

Shats fell in thin trading as the strong dollar fed 

EwtaA 2» t ”. 7 ^ doraestic “ 1* 

— Prices retreated from a firm opening to dose sfighdy 
9^®*"' Volume was small, with many investors staying on the 
sidelines. The all-share Swiss index fell 1.4 to 1,012. | 

PARIS — ^rionshedtheir opening gains when fears of higher 
EnropeM interest rates started to outweigh early optimism that 
the United States might soon lower its rates. 

P™® 5 ™ ere generally weaker in extremely 
dufl afte^ bu^ a^ Wall Street opened lower on 
^rofiwakmg. At 1433 GMT the FTSE index wasdemn 105 at 

profifrtekmg in morning business- 
eroded the strong gams of the past two days. The Dow wu 
nine at 2.455. . .. . 
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Delgado 
wins 2nd 


MADRID, Spain (AP) — Pedro 
Delgao of Spain raced to his 
second Tour of Spun- victory 
Monday, 35 seconds ahead of 
chief rival Fabio Karra of Col- 
ombia: 

Jean Hemdericks of Belgium 
outsprinted MathSeu Hermans of 




- gian Eddy Planckaerr to win the 
_ last leg. The three riders covered 
; the 177 -kilometres (110' miles) 

■ from PaJezuelos De Eresma . to 
... Madrid in four hours, 31 minutes 
‘- ami five - seconds with an average 
; -Jgfeed.: of. 39.176 .lcpb . 
r V BntHeindericks 1 triumph pal- 
i rsd next to that of Delgado, win- 
r. rifcr of last year’s Tour de France 
; mid ‘tire Spanish “VueUa," 
. ^rfio ^wpn ' tire gruelling 22-day 
race, ^ crossing the finish line in 
;• -tire'- same, time as the Belgian 
; ride*. ■_ 

”j3efgado topped the overall 
:■ IJAhdmgs, : 35 seconds ahead of 
| Parra/ and 3:09 ahead of Col- 
ombian Oscar Vargas, who won 
k ' the •' mountain climbing cham- 
pionship. 

Delgado will take home 2_mil- 
Bon pesetas ($17,400) in prize 
Viminfey. _ 

. . Cheering crowds lined much of 
: the route and. thousands of fans 
urgedon Delgado with shouts of 
7^rico, Perico’’ as he raced be- 
neath the giant Roman aqueduct 
.’ra.iis hometown of Segovia, four 
- kilometres (2.5 miles) into the 
kg- . 









Globetrotters play Thursday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The action- 
filled Harlem Globetrotters will 
be arriving in Jordan Thursday as 


GOftEN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
- AND OMAR SHARIF 

. ■ 0 HUB TriiwM Meta SwioM. Uk. _ . 

RUINED BY THE DOUBLE 

North-South vulnerable. South voiced anyone'! 
deals. was nothing vi 
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The. reading: : . 

South • West ' North East 
J ♦ -'Pass .1 NT- Pass • 

2 9 Pass -2.NI ' Pass: 

3 ♦ , Pass . . 4 ♦ Pass 

Pass DM Fas* ' P&ss 

i Pass 

- Opening lead: Two of 9 
Beware of tipping your hand to 

- declarer . On-this deal from a nation- 
al leant championship, a West play- 
er who bad represented the U.S. in 
international competition could not 
restrain himself— and suffered the 
consequences. 

' North was peitajM a trifle aggres- 
sive in the auction. In view of the 
partial misfit, a preference to two 
spades at his second turn might have 
been preferable, and certainly a pass 
of three spades would not- have in- 


voked anyone's ire. However, there 
was nothing wrong with the final 
contract — only the 5-0 trump split 
made it hazardous. Since West had 
no real expectation of beating four 
spades more than one trick, why he 
would double for a measly extra 100 
points is beyond us. 

Declarer won the heart opening 
lead in dummy. Had be had no help 
from the defenders, he would more 
than likely have taken a spade fi- 
nesse* at this point. Warned by the 
double that trumps were not lying 
well, declarer cashed the table’s -re- 
maining high, heart, that led the 
king of diamonds. 

West took his minor-suit aces 
and continued with a club, which 
declarer ruffed. After cashing the 
diamond queen, he played off the 
king and jack of hearts. East’s fail- 
ure to ruff confirmed declarer’s 
card-reading. . 

. Both declare' and West were now 
down to nothing but five trumps 
each. A low spade toward the jack 
sealed West’s face. If he rose with 
the queen, declarer would be left 
with four, winning trumps between 
his band and dummy. But playing 
the seven proved no better. Dum- 
my’s jack won, and a trump, 
ducked to West, forced him to win 
and return a trump into declarer’s 
A-K-10 tenace. So declarer lost 
only one trump trick and the minor- 
suit aces. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 





“My blood pressure is 1250/975. 
- - Other than that, I’m in 
perfect health!" 



they continue their Arab tour. 
Their first stop will be the Inter- 
continental hotel, where they will 
give a press conference in the 
Jerash room. The arrival of these 
superstars has been made possi- 
ble by Aramex, who are organis- 
ing the event, and Royal Jorda- 
nian. An autograph session has 
been arranged for basketball lov- 
ers on the Bahama Terrace of the 
Intercontinental hotel between 
4.00 and 4.30 p.m. Thursday. 

The Globetrotters are famous 
the world over for their unique 


style of play which combines hila- 
rious showmanship with the high- 
est level of basketball skills. 

“We have scouted the top 
ranked college teams from coast 
to coast to locale the cream of the 
crop,’' said head coach Charles 
Harrison. “This is an overpower- 
ing squad who really make things 
happen.” 

The Harlem Globetrotters 
will play an exhibition match 
at the Royal Sports City at 8 
p.m. Thursday night. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 17. 1989 


SSSS HOROSCOPE 

■ by Thomas Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Institute 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: not ta let others take liberties with 

When the Moon la void of course — . yea when you crave affection- Stick 


as it is today — plans can be 
disrupted and general disorganiza- 
tion can torment even the best 
. routine. Look for practical jokers 
who may be out in force. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) 
Study a- personal problem 
thoroughly before acting. Your 
status in a relationship becomes an 
important question. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Opposing views that become 
argumentative call for a cooling off 
period. Help comes in handling a 
family matter. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 2D 
Keep creative juices surrounding a 
new project in a jar until Friday. 
Good timing brings matters to a 
successful conclusion. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JnL 21) A "Dennis The Menace 
mentality" may surround you. 
Favorable business reports show a 
alow but steady advance. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Aug. 21) A 
spirited discussion surrounds safe- 
ty and financial guarantees. Search 
out insurance plans, but reserve 
your final opinion. 

VIRGO (Ang. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Someone behind the scenes is work- 
ing in your best interest Watch 
financial transactions carefully and 
avoid mi xu pa. - 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Do 


to your reliable flames, and don't 
start any new fires. 

SCORPIO (OcL 23 to Nov. 21) 
Emphasize what you mean. loud 
and clear, when trying to explain 
yourself. Examine the situation 
from another, softer point of view. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Y ou run into people difficult to 
deal with. Some folkB always seem 
to complain no matter how well you 
treat them. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
You may get more done by being a 
hermit and working in a private 
space. You are unlikely to fit into 
someone else's format. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Set up a workable system for your 
expectations. Reconstruct vour 
budget. Open your mouth and you 
show your heart. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
There are feelings today that can- 
not be put into words but will be 
understood by another in a mysti- 
cal way. Follow your hunches. 

If Your Child la Born Today 

He or she will be simple, direct, 
understanding and strong. He or 
she will always be his or her own 
person, never pretending to be more 
than what you see. Expect your 
progeny to have a colorful soda! life 
with a multitude of friends and 
contacts. 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Donald B. Groat 


ACROSS 
1 Medium or 


■aaaa 

aaua 


aaa aaa ana 


31 Acclaim 

32 Faction 

33 Tennis serves 

37 Jot 

38 Book ol maps 
38 Spel uniter's 

quest 
40 HaH or 


quarter 

41 Rampart 

42 Flra crime 

43 FtaaBe rock 
45 Joyful 

48 Fast )et 
48 Swiss canton 
GO Ancient Syria 
51 End of quote 

56 Fabricators 

57 Gr. letter 

58 Tide 

60 Ir. county 
81 Opening 

62 Goodbye 

63 Woody or 
Steve 

64 Salad fWi 

65 Verbal 

DOWN 

1 Offspring 

2 Abadan's 
land 

3 Stoic : 




4 Develops 
detail 


6 Silvery 

8 Russ, city 

7 Edible tubers 

8 Bltlngty 
humorous 

8 Exhibited 

10 Accurate 
archer 

11 In motion 

12 Establish a 
data 

13 SeiagKo 

21 Catalog 

22 Nonsensei 

28 Chopped 

27 Pining nymph 
25 Came to earth 

29 Southern 
beauty 

30 CaL cHy 

32 Certain Red 

34 FHng 

35 Bacchanalian 
«y 

36 Convey 


s Pazzie Selvad: 


rarann nnnnra 
nnnnn nnniniri nnra 
ranrian nnnrannnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnran 
nnnnnnn rannrannn 
nnn nnnn 
nnnnn ram m nnnn 
non nnrarannn inn 
nram ranran nnrann 
nnnn ranra 
nnnnnnn nnnnnnn 
rannnn nnnn nnna 
nnnnnnnnn rannnn 
nnn nnriran nnrinn 
nnrann nnnn 


38 Cognizant 
42 Jal — 

44 Eng. explorer 

45 7ypos 

46 mi sauce 

47 — the beans 

48 Oregon for 


' SO Bums’ river. 

52 Goad 

53 Fragrant 
befSam 

54 Approach 

55 Computer 
meal 

59 Chum 


British rugby unions allow players to tour S. Africa 


New anti-apartheid row looms 


LONDON (AP) — English players will be allowed to 
participate in South African rugby centennial 
celebrations in August but will be discouraged from 
going, rugby officials said Monday. 


The decision, which follows 
j similar moves in the last two 
weeks by rugby officials in Scot- 
land and Wales, was denounced 
as “very irresponsible" by a lead- 
ing anti-apartheid body. 

“This has magnified the prob- 
lem. We will have to consider 
protest action." said Sam Ram- 
samy. chairman of the South 
African Non-Racial Olympic 
Committee. "We have to ensure 
that Britain loses influence in 
international sport.” 

Dudley Wood, secretary of the 
English Rugby Union, said at a 
news conference that any in vita- 


Life ban 
for footballer 
using drugs 

NEW YORK (AP) — Stanley 
Wilson, the football player sus- 
pended for drug use on the eve of 
the championship Super Bowl 
game, was permanently banned 
from professional football in the 
United States Monday because of 
the continuing drug abuse 
problem. 

The action to exile the Cincin- 
nati Bengais running back from 
the National Football League 
amounts to a lifetime ban for the 
27-year-old. Wilson also missed 
the 1985 and 1987 seasons be- 
cause of drug problems and is 
currently being treated at a 
Phoenix, Arizona clinic. 

However, league spokesman 
Joe Browne said it is possible he 
could apply for reinstatement if 
he presents evidence of his re- 
habilitation. 

“In view of Wilson’s history, 
this permanent ban can't come as 
a surprise to him.” Browne said. 

Under the NFL’s drug policy, a 
player who fails a drug test once 
is not suspended but can be tested 
regularly. If he fails again, he is 
suspended for 30 days, a third 
failure means a permanent ban 
with the option to reapply for 
reinstatement after a year. 


tions received for the South Afri- 
can tour will be passed on to the 
players. 

Last summer, die rugby union 
refused to pass on invitations for 
English players to participate in a 
match in South Africa. 

Wood said no invitations to the 
five celebratory games have yet 
been received, but said the rugby 
union “wishes to keep firmly to 
the government’s own position 
over South Africa.” 

“This means that we would not 
allow teams to visit South Africa 
or to come from South Africa 
but, in common with many other 


sports, we would not feel able to 
deny the right of an individual 
player to go,” be said. 

“If a player says he wants to go 
to South Africa to see for himself 
we do not feel, in a free society, 
that we have the right to say no, 
but we will not encourage him to 

go” 

Ramsamy warned last week 
that an English decision to pass 
on the South African invitations 
could lead to international reper- 
cussions. 

Such a move, be said, could 
harm Manchester*? hopes of 
attracting the 1996 summer 
Olympics and could lead to some 
African nations boycotting the 
1990 Commonwealth games in 
New .Zealand. 

In 1986, more than half the 58 
eligible nations stayed away from 


Africans may boycott.. 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — The Organisation of African Unity (OAU) 
Tuesday- threatened an African boycott of the CommonweaHh 
Games in Auckland in Jannary if British rugby ihwik go to South 
Africa. 

The OAU statement followed Monday's announcement by the 
English Rugby Union that it wonld pass on to players any 
invitations to the South African rugby board’s centenary hi 
August, clearing the way for them to accept. Wales and Scotland 
had already taken this step. 

The OAU said it would ask Britain to keep Hs rugby players 
from going to South Africa ‘^should it want Africa not to boycott 
games in which England is participating, starting from next year’s 
Commonwealth Games in New Zealand.” 

Black African state: boycotted the 1986 Commonwealth Games 
in Edinburgh over sporting links with South Africa. 

The 51-member OAU said it viewed the British Rugby Unions’ 
stand as “a deliberate provocation to Africa” and “a betrayal of 
the whole of Africa and afl anti-apartheid movements in the 
world.” 

It was not immediately dear from the OAU statement whether 
the boycott would be restricted to events between African and 
teams or whether it would indude international events In which 
Britain was also competing. 

African nations boycotted the 1986 Commonwealth Games in 
Edinburgh in protest against British sporting contacts with South 
Africa. 

The OAU did not say how it would enforce an embargo. 

Earlier Tuesday, David Johnson, organiser of the 1990 Com- 
monwealth Games in Auckland, said the rugby unions moves 
might affect those games. But be sought to play down fears of 
another boycott. 

African nations take the stand that participating in sporting 
events with South African teams provides indirect support for the 
regime and for its apartheid policies. 

( He OAU has called for more extensive economic, political, 
cultural or sporting sanctions against South Africa. 


the Commonwealth games in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, to protest 
the British government's refusal 
to impose economic sanctions on 
South Africa. 

After Monday's English Rugby- 
Union announcement, Ramsamy 
said the Supreme Council for 
Sport in Africa would meet in 
July, “specifically on how to deal 
with this problem." 

He said a boycott of the Com- 
monwealth Games over the issue 
will depend on how many rugby 
players take up their invitations 
to South Africa. 

“At this stage it is too early to 
say what action we will take 
because the tour does not yet 
exist," Ramsamy told the Associ- 
ated Press. “All we are saying is 
we cannot rule out action at any 
level.” 


Greece’s bid 
for Olympics 
intensifies 

ATHENS (R) — Greece Monday 
opened a major three-part exhibi- 
tion, ranging from 2300-year- 
old. antiquities to modem art, to 
back its bid for the 1996 Summer 
Olympics. 

Melina Mercouri, the film star 
turned Socialist Culture Minister, 
said the exhibition showed 
Greece could offer “above all her 
cultural wealth and her soul” to 
the games. t 

The 1996 Olympics mark the 
100th anniversary since Greece's 
ancient games were revived in 
Athens. 

The exhibition cost 120 milli on 
drachmas ($750,000) and covers 
aspects of the Olympics from 
antiquity to the present under the 
theme “the spirit and the body. 
“It runs until January. 

“We make no attempt to hide 
the fact that the exhibition is part 
of our bid to host the “Golden 
Olympics", Mercouri said. 

Feverish work was under way 
to prepare athletic facilities and 
the infrastructure to support the 
games but “Greece offers above 
all her cultural wealth and her 
soul. It is this the modem world 
so badly needs," Mercouri said. 


Motorbike queen speeds ahead 


MISANO ADRIATIGO, Italy 
(R) — Kitted out in yellow leath-. 
ers and white crash helmet, no- 
thing distinguishes Taru Rinne 
from the men in the fast and 
dangerous world of Grand Prix 
motorcycling. 

But when the 20-year-old 
125CC rider from Turku in Fin- 
land removes the helmet, the 
difference is obvious. 

For petitely-birilt Rinne is the 
only woman professional on the 
distinctly male world cham- 
pionship circuit. 

*‘I don’t think I face any special 
■problems as a woman and some- 
times it can help off the track 
because men want to be gentle- 
men.” Rinne said before the Ita- 
lian Ch-and Prix. 

“But in a race it’s difficult to 
tell if I'm a man or a woman and 
nobody is going to make way for 
me just because I'm a girl," she 


said. • 

Rinne finished a respectable 
19th out of 36 starters in Satur- 
day’s race at Misano Adriatic©, 
her 11th Grand Prix. 

“Of course, my dream is to win 
a race and go on to be world 
champion one day. I believe it’s 
possible for women and I’ve 
already shown I can be as good as 
the men.” 

Rinne’s passion for speed be- 
gan with amateur go-karting at 
the age of nine and has 1 endured 
despite the injuries that come 
from hurtling around a crowded 
track on two wheels at 140 kpb. 

She crashed out of her first 
Grand Prix in Sweden in 1987 and 
is undeterred by accidents that 
have broken both collar bones 
and caused groin and knee in- 
juries. 

“When something is important 
you can’t afford to be afraid," 


Rinne said, “and as long as I'm 
good and can get results this will 
be important to me.*' 

Rinne won her first two world 
championship points with 14th 
place in last year's French Grand 
Prix and earned her first point 
this season when she rode her 
Honda to 15th place in the Span- 
ish Grand .Prix two weeks ago. 

She currently races for an Ita- 
lian team and says she may even- 
tually try to compete bn the 
heavier and more powerful 
250CC and 500CC bikes if she 
does well at 125CC. 

She also believes she may help 
attract more women to one of 
sport’s most solidly male pre- 
serves. 

“When I began 125 CC racing 
in Finland I was the only girl. Now 
there are two others," she said. 

Rinne could even face female 
competition in her own class at 


world championship level next 
season. 

Undine Kummer, a West Ger- 
man who combines motorcycling 
with a job as a dental technician, 
was contesting her third 80CC 
Grand Prix at Misano Adriatic© 
and hopes to progress to 125CC 
racing. 

“My objective is to become a 
professional rider. I hope to find 
enough sponsors to buy a 125 CC 
bike ana compete in the world 
championship next year,” Kum- 
mer said. 

Rinne competes in the winter 
in motorcross events and Finnish 
ice speedway and has, the support 
of her parents to continue motor- 
cycling at top level. 

“My father used to be keen on 
amateur motor raring and that's 
maybe where I get my interest 
from," Rinne said. 
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World News 



American marines walk by a C-130 transport plane after arriving at 
Howard airbase in Panama as part of the beefing up that U.S. 


President George Bush ordered in the wake of last week's controver- 
sial elections in Panama 


Panama opposition pins hopes 


on military to oust Noriega 


PANAMA CITY (AP) — An opposition leader says 
he hopes the Panamanian military could help solve 
the political crisis triggered by a nullified presiden- 
tial election and violence related to the balloting. 


“I believe the independence of 
a growing number of military will 
be a contribution to the solu- 
tion,” said Ricardo Arias Calder- 
on, opposition candidate for first 
vice president in the May 7 elec- 
tion. 

Many in the opposition have 
advocated the overthrow or de- 
parture of General Manuel Anto- 
nio Noriega, the country’s de 
facto leader and chief of Pana- 
ma’s defence forces. 

“We have allies within the 
military, people who want a 
change’. I personally do not view 
the military as enemies,” Arias 
Calderon said Monday. 

The government stopped the 
vote count on May 10 and nulli- 
fied the election, claiming a 2-1 
edge for its candidate, Carlos 
Duque. hand-picked by Noriega. 

But figures from opposition 
poll watchers gave opposition 
presidential candidate Guillermo 
Endara and his two vice presiden- 
tial candidates. Arias Calderon 
and Guillermo Ford, an edge of 
about 3-1. 


The three were beaten at a 
rally Wednesday. Hospital offi- 
cials said Endara, the only one 
hospitalised, probably would be 
released by Wednesday. 

U.S. Ambassador Arthur 
Davis, left in protest Monday 
over the voided election, recalled 
.for consultations by President 
George Bush. 

Davis said attacks by pipe- 
wielding thugs at a rally Wednes- 
day were aimed at Ford, the 
candidate for second vice presi- 
dent. “The attack was meant to 
kill him,” Davis said before flying 
to Washington. 

He called the attack “a deliber- 
ate, Noriega-directed attempt” 
and said. "There is clear evidence 
Noriega's goons did it.” 

On arrival near Washington, 
Davis told reporters a thug be- 
longing to a so-called “Dignity 
Battalion” leaned into Ford’s car 
at the rally and "fired away” with 
a pistol. 

One of Ford’s bodyguards was 
slain. 

Asked about the link between 


'the Dignity Battalion and 
Noriega, Davis replied: “Well, 
they’re his men... the Dignity 
Battalions are under his control.” 

Ford told journalists in Pana- 
ma: “There’s no doubt in my 
mind that they really tried to 
shoot me." But be said he had 
not received information indicat- 
ing any one person ordered it 
done. 

Meanwhile, the opposition has 
called for a one-day general strike 
for Wednesday to protest the 
voiding of the election. In an 
apparent attempt to derail it, the 
government announced that 
140,000 public employees would 
be paid that day. Normally, it 
would have been Monday. 

Davis, wbo turned control of 
the U.S. embassy over to a depu- 
ty chief, said he would return 
“wheu conditions permit the re- 
establishment of normal relations 
between the United States and a 
legitimate government in 
Panama.” 

Davis said it may be up to 
Panamanian military to get rid of 
Noriega. He declined to say 
whether be would recommend 
direct U.S. military intervention 
if diplomatic efforts or elements 
within the defence forces did not 
oust Noriega. 


Over the weekend the United 
States flew an additional 1,881 
troops to the area of the Panama 
Canal, where some 11,000 U.S. 
soldiers are stationed along the 
strategic waterway linkin g the 
Pacific with the Atlantic Ocean. 

Davis said he hoped a special 
meeting of the Organisation of 
American States, OAS set for 
Wednesday in Washington, 
would insist the results of the 
elections be honoured. 

Venezuelan President Carlos 
Andres Perez offered Noriega 
asylum in his country and dismis- 
sed the possibility of any military 
action to oust Noriega. 

“Gen. Noriega has not asked 
us for asylum, but if that is the 
solution for Panama, then Vene- 
zuela will open its doors,” Perez 
said in Caracas. 

In Asuncion, Paraguay, six 
Latin American foreign ministers 
discussed the situation in P anam a 
and said they agreed Monday that 
non-intervention was the best 
policy. 

Panama was one of the topics 
raised daring meetings of foreign 
ministers from Argentina, Boli- 
via. Brazil, Paraguay, Peru and 
Venezuela attending the inau- 
guration of Paraguayan President 
Andres Rodriguez. 


Papandreou expects 
landslide victory 


ATHENS (R) — Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou said Mon- 
day his extramarital affair and a 
major bank scandal would not 
top him scoring a landslide vic- 


tory in elections in June. 


70-year-old premier told 
the Athens daily Ta Nea that the 
problems besetting his Socialist 
government had created a “cli- 
mate of defeatism, which is a 
catching disease." 

"Everything entered a period 
of doubt and uncertainty. For a 
while a large number of friends 
and followers of PASOK (his 
Panhellenic Socialist Movement) 
entered the statistical category of 
‘undecided’,” he said in a rare 
interview. 

But he said he now expected to 
win more than 48 per cent of the 
vote June 18 and secure an abso- 
lute majority in parliament. He 
won absolute majorities in 1981 
and 1985. 

Papandreou, wbo had open- 


heart surgery in London in Au- 
gust. has been in a fight for his 
political life since his affair with 
Dimitra Liani, 34, was made pub- 
lic and a $200- million bank scan- 
dal broke in October. 

The latest opinion poll, pub- 
lished Monday, shows PASOK 
trailing the main opposition, cen- 
tre-right New Democracy Party 
but indicates many voters remain 
underided. 

New Democracy has 32 per 
cent. PASOK 25, a communist- 
backed leftist alliance 12, unde- 
rided 15 and not answering 12. 
Small parties make up the rest in 
the nation-wide poll in indepen- 
dent Eleftherotypia newspaper. 

Papandreou said some news- 
papers covered his love affair and 
the bank scandal, in which social- 
ist appointees have been charged, 
in a shameful and vulgar way. 

“When one read about the 
prime minister of the country in 
newspaper headlines as “the 
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swindler and the tart’, it was 
difficult to stay calm,” he said. 

He said making public the 
affair with Liani, an Olympic 
Airways stewardess, would affect 
his political fortunes. 


“I knew there would be a price 
to pay, but it was not just an 
ephemeral affair. It was a deep 
relationship. It was a way of life I 
had chosen. This I wanted the 
Greek people to know,” he said. 



Five alleged members of a voodoo cult linked to (he 
murder of 15 people in northern Mexico stand 
before voodoo paraphernalia at a sens conference 
held immediately their arrest in May 8. (From left 


to right) Mario Del Rodo Cuevas Guerra, Alvaro 
de Leon, Omar Framdso Ochoa, Maria de 
Lourdes Bueno Lopez and Sara Maria Aldrete 
Villarreal 


Five indicted in cult slayings 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — One 
woman and four men reputedly 
linked to a macabre series of drug 
cult slayings were indicted Mon- 
day and ordered to stand* trial for 
murder and related charges. 

Penal court judge Bernardo 
Tirado Gutierrez ordered the five 
to remain in jail without bond: 
Sara Aldrete Villarreal, Omar 
Francisco Ores Ochoa, Alvaro de 
Leon Valdez. Juan Carlos Fraao- 


so and Jorge Montes. 

Court clerk Marco Aurelio 


Camacho said all . five were 
charged with homicide, tv^o 
counts of criminal association, 
coverup and resisting arrest. 

Murder carries a 50-year sent- 
ence in Mexico. 


Aldrete, 24, and her Cuban- 
American boyfriend, Adolfo de 
Jesus Constaozo, had been 
sought since Mexican police disc- 
overed the first of 15 bodies 
buried on a ranch outside Nata- 
raoros, near the U.S. border. 

Aldrete has testified that some 
were ritual sacrifices and others 
drug-related. One of the sacrifi- 
cial victims v.as Mark Kilruv, 21. 
r crjv-rvjty cfudtn! from Santa 
he, iexas. 

Aldrete, de Leon Valdez and 
Orea Ochoa were arrested May 6 
in a Mexico city apartment after a 
shootout with police that wound- 
ed one officer. 

As police dosed in on 


(he 


apartment, the 26-year-old Con- 


stanzo ordered a companion to 
execute him and his closest 
associate, Martin Quintana Rod- 
riquez. De ieon Valdez bas told 
authorities he shot them to death 
with a machine gun. 

Aldrete and Orea Ochoa were 
indicted Monday in those two 
deaths while Orea, Fragoso and 
Montes were charged with the 
slaying of Mexico City resident 
Ramon Baez. Camacho said in a 
telephone interview. 

Baez was killed in his apart- 
ment July 17 and his dismem- 
bered body was found later by 
police, according to preliminary 
evidence introduced in court. 

All five faced 3 variety of addi- 
tional charges. 


20,000 

win U.S. 


‘visa lottery’ 


MERRIFlELD, Virginia (AP) — 
An unmarried Pakistani man. an 
Iranian mother living in West 
Germany and a bachelor from 
Kuwait were announced Monday 
as among the 20,000 winners of 
the State Department’s first “visa 
lottery” granting random entry 
into the United States. 

The lucky winners were chosen 
by computer from among 3.2 
million foreign applicants for 
U.S. immigrant visas last March. 

Opening the first envelope 
selected at random from files 
cabinets stored in a Washington 
suburb, Congressman Howard L. 
Berman said the winner was a 
36-year-oid man without wife or 
children from the Pakistani vil- 
lage of Khazana. The Pakistani 
embassy said there are two vil- 
lages named Khazana, both in the 
northwest frontier province near 
the Afghanistan border. 

The second envelope opened 
by Berman yielded the applica- 
tion form of a 45- year-old woman 
from Iran, now living in West 
Germany with her only child. The 
third winner was identified as a 
single, 27-year-old Kuwaiti man. 

The winners’ names will be 
kept secret until they are official- 
ly notified by the nearest U.S. 
diplomatic post in their home 
countries. The process could take 
several months, officials said. 

“If they haven’t heard by Octo- 
ber, they should know they ha- 
ven’t been selected,” said 
Frances Jones of the State De- 
partment’s Consular Affairs 
Office. 

Visas for the 20,000 winners 
will be effective over the next two 
years, 10,000 for entry in the 
fiscal year beginning next Oct. 1 
and the remaining 10,000 in fiscal 
1991, which starts Oct. 1, 1990. 

Notice of the visa lottery, 
which was relayed to citizens of 
162 foreign countries by radio, 
televirion, newspaper and even 
messengers riding outrigger 
canoes, touched off near- riots at 
some U.S. embassies and consu- 
lates around the world, from 
Senegal to Sicily and Morocco to 
Malaysia. 

In Cairo, the embassy was 
forced to shut down and police 
were summoned to handle a 
crowd of 2,000 people seeking 
visa information. The embassy in 
Dacca, Bangladesh, reported that 
everyone from university profes- 
sors to rickshaw drivers inquired 
about applying. Officials in 
Casablanca, Morocco, distri- 
buted 5,000 information sheets in 
three days. 

Berman was a sponsor of leg- 
islation that created the visa lot-* 
tery last fall, said the overwhelm- 
ing response during the month- 
long application period in March. 
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Seoul slams Washington 
for ‘meddling’ in its affairs 


SEOUL (AP) — South Korea 
warned Washington Tuesday not 
to comment on its internal affairs 
and said remarks by a U.S. offi- 
cial on the mysterious death of a 
radical student could harm rela- 
tions. 

The warning came as the Seoul 
government put riot police on 
nationwide alert Tuesday to pre-- 
pare for possible protests tins 
week over the student’s death 
and the ninth anniversary of a 
1980 anti-government uprising in 
which scores of people were kil- 
led or injured. 

About 300 radical students call- 
ing for the overthrow of President 
Rob Tae-Woo battled riot police 
with firebombs and rocks at Sung 
kyunkwan University in Seoul. 
Troopers with interlocked shields 
blocked the school's main gate to 
stop students from marching into 
the streets. 

A Foreign Ministry official, 
who declined to be named in kee- 
ping with official practice, said a 
U.S. State Department official’s 


comments on the death of radical 
student Lee Choi-Kyu were un- 
acceptable and incorrect. 

“Unnecessary (American) 
comment on internal matters, 
particularly on a situation in 
which it does not know the truth, 
would not be of help to the 
U.S. -Korea alliance or friendly 
relations," the official said. 

South Korean dissidents claim 
Lee was tortured and killed by 
police and reject a government 
autopsy report that he drowned. 
The body was found last Wednes- 
day in a reservoir outside the 
southeastern city of Kwangju. 

• South Korea protested to 
Washington after a U.S. State* 
Department official last week cal- 
led Lee’s death “a deplorable 
event,’’ and said, “we do not know 
who may have committed this 
atrocious act.” He noted South 
Korean President Roh had called 
for a full investigation of the case 
“and we. hope the murderers will 
be exposed and severely 
punished." 


South Korea lodged a protest 
in Washington over the state- 
ment, contending it had not been 
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proved that Lee was murdered. [ millionaire 
The State Department said Mon- 
day it dad not intend to prejudge 
how Lee was killed. 


The Foreign Ministry said 
Tuesday it accepted the State De- 
partment’s Monday comment as 
“a practical correction'’ of the 
reference to "murderers” even 
though it was not specifically re- 
tracted by the department. 

South Korea and the United 
States are close allies. Some 
43,000 U.S. troops are based in 
South Korea under a mutual de- 
fence treaty. 

Thousands of people have held 
daily protests in Kwangju to de- 
nounce police for Lee’s death. 
Clashes have broken out between 
protesters trying to march to pro- 
vincial government Haeadquarters 
and truncheon-wielding troopers. 

South Korea has been hit by a 
wave of violent protests and 
labour strikes in recent months. 


Walesa dons folk garb, 
urges farmers to vote 


RACLAWICE. Poland (AP) — 
Solidarity leader Lech Walesa, 
stumping for the opposition in the 
countryside Monday, used the 
site of a famous peasant uprising 
against Russia to urge fanners to 
vote for his candidates to the 
national assembly next month. 

The Solidarity chief donned a 
folk costume with a feathered 
cap, but laid down a proffered 
weapon when speaking to 5,000 
rural residents on pentacost Mon- 
day, a traditional farmers' 
holiday. 

“Don’t stand aside.” Walesa 
told the crowd, referring to plans 
by some Poles to boycott the 
elections. “Poland belongs to you 
and you have to make it better." 

It was the latest campaign 
swing by Walesa in Solidarity’s 
fight to elect its slate to the 
National Assembly in elections 
June 4. the first democratic vot- 
ing in postwar Poland. 

With only 19 days until the 
vote, Walesa is a much-sought 
guest speaker by candidates for 
the Solidarity Citizens Commit- 
tee — the group he set up to 
direct the opposition's campaign. 

The crowd spread out over the 
grass and up a steep copse at the 
Radawice battlefield near Kra- 
kow in southern Poland, where 
peasant legions armed with 
scythes and commanded by 
Tadeusz Kosciuszko defeated a 
Czarist army in 1794. 

Likening Walesa to Kosciusz- 
ko. a hero of both the American 
revolutionary war and the 1794 
uprising against Russia, activists 
at the rally conferred on him tbe 
honorary title ’‘commander” — 
the same title used by Kosciuszko 
during the uprising. 

Wearing a long white embroi- 
dered jacket and a four-cornered 
red hat with an enormous 
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peacock feather, Walesa arrived 
at the rally in an open horse- 
drawn carriage. Walking ahead of 
him were similarly dressed far- 
mers carrying long-handled 
scythes like pikes. 

Walesa also held a scythe dur- 
ing his ride, but when he 
mounted the speaker's platform 
be laid it aside. 

’T am putting down the scythe 
so we can talk in a peaceful way," 
he said. 

“Sometimes you had to take up 
scythes, and sometimes, like to- 
day, you have to turn the scythes 
into votes,” he said. “Those votes 
are just as essential for Poland.” 

At stake are 161 seats for which* 
the opposition is allowed to run in 
the Sejm, the existing 460-seat 
parliament, and 100 seats in the 


Senate, a new body to be the East 
Bloc’s first totally democratically 
chosen legislative chamber. 

Leaflets at the rally accused 
Walesa of aiding the government 
and urged a boycott. But the 
Solidarity leader was interrupted 
with applause when he faced such 
charges head on. 

"It cannot be said that Walesa 
was bought by the government ... 
I wasn’t sold to anybody," he 
said. “But I cannot always clench 
a knife between my teeth and 
chase the government, because it 
wouldn’t be dice.” 

He told people to support Soli- 
darity-backed candidates, and 
also to look at the candidates for 
the 65 per cent of the Sejm being 
contested by people from the 
Communist Party and its allies. 


Namibia talks adjourn 


RUACANA. Angola (AP) — 
Cuban, Angolan and South Afri- 
can delegates reached no conclu- 
sion Tuesday in discussions of 
delays m the Namibian independ- 
ence timetable, and will meet 
again this week, a South African 
general told reporters. 

Representatives of the three 
nations, along with U.S. and 
Soviet observers, met for 15 
hours from 11 a.ro. (0900 GMT) 
Monday at a site 600 metres north 
of the Namibian border and near 
Ruacana town. General Jannie 
Geldenhuys, the South African 
military chief, said the talks will 
resume Friday at an Angolan 
location to be announced. 

The meeting of the joint com- 
mission, which monitors a U.N.- 
sponsored independence plan, 
had been seen as crucial to the 
schedule to make Namibia free of 


South African control next year. 

“We have not terminated our 
discussions,” Geldenhuys said. 
He said delegates would consult 
their governments before meet- 
ing again. 

South Africa, agreed in De- 
cember to end its 74-year control 
of Namibia, also known as South- 
West Africa, under a regional 
peace plan that also requires 
Cuba to withdraw its estimated 
50,000 soldiers from Angola. The 
Cubans have aided the Angolan 
government against a United 
States-supported rebel move- 
ment. 

The year-long transition to in- 
dependence was derailed April 1 , 
the day it began, when an esti- 
mated 1.600 exiled guerrillas of 
the South-West Africa People’s 
Organisation (SWAPO) entered 
Namibia, despite an agreement 


that they remain at their Angolan 
bases at least until mid-May. 
South African officials say 316 
guerrillas and 27 members of 
security forces were killed in 
fighting before SWAPO ordered 
its men to return to Angola. 

At the meeting with Cubans 
and Angolans Monday, South 
Africa reportedly questioned 
whether the delegates could be 
sure that all guernllas have with- 
drawn. South Africa has said the 
independence process could be 
endangered if significant numbers 
of SWAPO fighters remained 
outside camps in Angola. 

Geldenhuys said, “that is still 
under discussion and will be pur- 
sued Friday." 

South African soldiers who had 
aided police in fighting the guer* 
riiias returned to their bases in 
Namibia Saturday. 


Cave dweller breaks 
record for isloation 


CARLSBAD, New Mexico (R) 
— After four months of living 
underground, Stefania Follini has 
lost her sense of time, but she has 
made a paper chess set and occu- 
pied herself with music and judo. 

Follini, 27, a native of Ancona, 
Italy, has been living in a plexig- 
lass habitat 10 metres under- 
ground since Jan. 13, providing 
data on the effects of isolation on 
humans. 

Because Follini has been dep- 
rived of all external sensory cues 
and is living in permanent artifi- 
cial light, she is living a 34-hour 
“day." 

She is awake for as long as 24 
hours at a time and asleep for 10, 
scientific observers said. As a 
result she has lost track of time, 
believing the date to be several 
weeks behind the calendar. 

For instance when asked 


by 


computer in early March to guess 
the date, she thought it to be 
early February. 

U.S. space officials are moni- 
toring the experiment, hoping to 
gain insights chat will help spats 
travellers cope on long missions. 

Since she entered the 63 metres 
lost cave she has not spoken to 
another person. On May 4 she set 
a new women’s record for the 
most time in a cave without out- 
side contact. 

Her only contact with others 
has been through a computer link 
to the surface where a 
team headed by sociologist 
Mauiizio Momalbini has main- 
tained a round-the-clock vigil in a 
research trailer. 

Looking for creative ways to 
pass the nme, Follini, who has a 
background in interior decorat- 
ing, has fashioned various items 


out* of paper, among them a 
complete chess set. 

“She was playing against her- 
self and she complained because 
she was always losing," said Rica 
Frascbini, translator Jor a re- 
search team studying die effects 
of isolation on humans. 

She has a guitar and 400 books 
and has been practising Judo to 
stay in shape. - 

In the initial weeks of her 
isolation, Follini. seemed mildly 
depressed, Fraschini said. 

More recently her mood and 
concentration have improved. Just 
last week, she posed for the 
cameras wearing a top hat and 
holding a cane she had made from 
construction paper. 

Foflini, who has already sur- 
passed the 111-day women's re- 
cord for isolation, will emerge 
from underground May 23. ' 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush said officially 
Monday what most people have 
believed for a long time — he’s a 
milli onaire. In his annual finan- 
cial disclosure statement. Bush 
said his blind trust was valued at 
$998,000 Dec. 31, 1988, and be 
listed other assets of nearly 
$97,000. Bush reported 5156,000 
in income from the trust in 1988. 
The disclosure statement, re- 
quired by law, did sot include his 
vacation home in Kennebnnk- 
port, Maine, or an unimproved 
lot in Houston. The statement 
provided more details than re- 
quired by current law, but ethics 
legislation ‘sent to congress by 
Bush earlier this year said finan- 
cial statements should be more 
specific. The White House said 
the president voluntarily pro- 
vided extra information to set a 
good example. Bush could have 
reported the value of his trust as 
over $250,000’.'. His ethics bill 
proposes the disclosure of the 
actual value of financial assets, 
rounded to the nearest thousand 
dollars. The report also showed 
that tbe president and his wife, 
Barbara, received 521,000 worth 
of gifts valued at $100 or more.- 
They included a *$7,800 gold 
watch presented to Mrs. Bush by 
“The Ladies of the Senate Red 
Cross Chapter" in recognition of 
her service as president of tbe 
group from 1981 to 1988. 


Australian has 25-cm 
baby 


SYDNEY fR) — An Australian 
woman has given birth to a baby 
measuring 25 centimetres, doc- 
tors at a Sydney hospital said 
Tuesday. "She looked like a little 
golf ball with eyes," said baby 
Nicole's fisherman father Ray 
Faunce. Nicole was bom to Jenny 
Faunce 11 weeks premature April 
23. The baby was delivered by a 
caesarean section after she stop- 
ped growing in the womb and has 
been in an intensive care ward 
surviving day-to-day in a respir- 
ator. Nicole weighed 380 
grammes. 


Hair stylist finds 
success after losing 
eyesight 


MIAMI (AP) — Dave Melancon 
lost his sight in a. 1986 home 
accident, that should have ended 
his 10-year career as a hair stylist. 
‘But I’m headstrong and very 
independent," Melancon recalled 
at an Eye for Hair, the salon he 
opened in March. Melancon, 40, 
was blinded after falling onto a 
metal sculpture he was making. 
But two former customers con- 
vinced him he could still cut hair. 
"They called me and said nobody 
cut their hair like I had and 
wanted me to try,” he said. 
"They came to my home and it 
came out all right” Melancon won 
a $35,000 grant from the state to 
go into business. He- has six sight- 
ed hairdressers working for him 
and about 10 regular customers 
for himself. “I feel from the scalp 
to the end of the hair and listen to 
the scissors. - My hearing and 
sense of touch are more acute 
now. I’m not scissor-happy." 


Pakistani police told 
reduce waistline 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Policemen 
in Pakistan's capita/ Islamabad 
were ordered Monday to tighten 
their belts or make way for thin- 
ner officers. Interior Minister 
Aitzaz Ahsan has asked their 
police chief to “obtain waistline 
measurements of aD police per- 
sonnel and those exceeding 34 
inches (85 cm) might be given six 
weeks to reduce and smarten up, 
failing which they should be... 
replaced by smarter officials." A 
government statement said Ait- 
zaz had just paid a surprise visit 
to an Islamabad police station 
and had taken “serious- note of 
the unimpressive, corpulent, un- 
smart and sloppy officials." 
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